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Local | weather

More than 2.5 inches of rain hits city
Drainage problem
causes flooding
at Tarble Arts Center
By MATT HOPF
News Editor

the Tarble loading dock and also the
Buzzard East parking lot,” he said.
“We are planning to clear this blockage as soon as weather and time permits us.”
The campus storm sewers collect
debris over time and require periodic cleaning.
The debris-filled sewers limit the
amount of water they can drain.
Reed said the plumbing shop
cleans underground pipes with highpressure water jetting machines during the summer or whenever needed.
“However, most debris that cause
storm water drainage problems are
those that collect on the grates at the
surface, such as leaves, sticks, mud
and paper,” he said. “Our grounds
shop responds to those problems as
they arise.”
Mark Hudson, director of University Housing and Dining Services,
said water had collected in the basements of Andrews and Lawson halls.

More than 2.5 inches of rain fell
Tuesday night and Wednesday in the
Charleston area causing flooding on
Eastern’s campus.
The Buzzard Hall parking lot was
flooded, which limited parking, and
additional floodwater was collected by the Tarble Arts Center loading dock.
By Wednesday evening, the floodwater had subsided in the Buzzard
lot, but water remained in the Tarble
loading dock.
Gary Reed, director of Facilities,
Planning and Management, said the
department plumbing shop determined a large tree root was causing the blockage in the storm sewer
underground pipe at Tarble.
“This is causing slow drainage at

»
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See rain, Page 5
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Surrounded by water gathered after a night of rainfall, Tarble Arts Center occupants stand outside the back
stairs on the building’s north side and assess the situation Wednesday morning. University maintenance workers were on site digging tunnels to divert the water away from the dock to prevent flooding.

City | Elections

6 options Weber impresses at open forum
internal candidate
presented Only
will have another
open forum today
to Gov.
Quinn
By KRYSTAL MOYA
Administration Editor

IBHE recommends
from 2.5 percent
decrease to
5.5 percent increase
By STEPHEN DI BENEDETTO
Staff Reporter
Along with recommending
a 2.5 percent decrease in state
appropriations for the next fiscal
year, the Illinois Board of Higher
Education suggested five additional options to Gov. Pat Quinn,
Three of the six total recommendations are either decreases
or a flat appropriation, meaning
no increase or decrease from this
year’s state appropriation. Eastern was projected to receive $50.6
million in state appropriations this
year.
“It causes me concern,” said
President Bill Perry about IBHE’s
recommendations.
He said the first three recommendations are disconcerting
because Eastern has high quality
faculty, small class sizes and strong
academic and student programs.
The six recommendations range
from a 2.5 percent decrease to a
5.5 percent increase.
“Our ability to keep the quality
up, the ability to meet our needs in
terms of facilities, depends a lot on
the budget,” Perry said. “I’m concerned that when we look at these
different (options), three of them
are non-increases or decreases.”

»

See budget, Page 5

After five hours of interviews
by different constituents, William
Weber, the single internal candidate for the vice president of business affairs search, had to face the
campus open session.
The forum, which took place in
Booth Library at 4 p.m., allowed
faculty, staff and students to ask
Weber questions about what he
would bring to the position.
“I’m in my 21st year, here at
Eastern,” he began, and then
explained his many credentials.
“My career, both academically
and occupationally, can be divided
into decades,” he said. “In my 20s,
I learned how to learn and in my
30s, I learned how to teach.”
Weber explained how he earned
a baccalaureate degree in computer science and mathematics from
the University of Kansas, and met
an inspirational teacher that began
his path in economics leading to a
masters and doctorate.
His path rolled to administration in his 40s. And now, entering his 50s, he has a taste for a new
path.
“What will be my challenge for
this decade?” he asked.
The questions from the audience were challenging enough, said
Godson Obia, interim chair of the
biological sciences department.
“But I thought he did a very
good and thorough job,” he said.
Peggy Brown, assistant to the
dean for academic computing, also
believed Weber did a thorough job,
but said he had an advantage fiscally by being an internal candidate.
Obia believed that being inter-

AUDREY SAWYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Candidate for vice president for business affairs William Weber, left,
speaks with the chair of the College of Sciences Alan Baharlou, right, during a campus open session at Booth Library Wednesday afternoon.

“In my 20s, I learned how to learn and in
my 30s, I learned how to teach.”

Dunn running
for re-election, Sims
seat open
for newcomer
By JOE ASTROUSKI
City Editor

Six people are running for
Charleston City Council this year,
including one write-in candidate,
according to the city clerk’s office.
The candidates are vying for
two council seats now occupied by
Jim Dunn, who is seeking re-election, and Lorelei Simms, who is
not.
Voters will make their choice in
a city election on April 7.
The candidates are Jim Dunn,
James East, Matthew Hutti, Rob
“Mike” Goble, Tim Newell and
Ryan Siegel.

and more.
“My opinion is that we cannot
keep adhering to the mentality that
‘broken gets fixed, shoddy lasts forever,” he said. “Our deferred maintenance has been cast under ‘shoddy,’ and that cannot happen anymore.”
Mildred Pearson, director of
faculty development, asked what
Weber thought were the major
challenges the institution will face
in the time that he would hold
the position. Weber said fiscally,
including deferred maintenance,
the university faces hard times.

Jim Dunn
Dunn, the incumbent, has
spent three terms on City Council
and served 12 years on the Charleston Zoning Board.
He also owns Dunn’s Service
Center, 111 N. 14th St.
When announcing his candidacy last year, Dunn said Charleston residents appreciate his accomplishments on City Council.
“The renovations to the streets
and sidewalks, the renovation of
the Water Treatment Plant and
the relationships built with Mattoon, the county and (Eastern Illinois University) are all accomplishments that I think the community
has recognized,” Dunn said.
Dunn also said he is proud
of the recent renovation of the
Charleston
Carnegie
Public
Library.

»

»

— William Weber, candidate for
vice president of business affairs
nal gave him no advantage.
“I think that whenever a search
is done, it is the qualifications that
mattered,” he said. “If he wasn’t
qualified, he wouldn’t have been
selected for an interview.”
Obia asked Weber what his
“plan of attack” would be to
address the deferred maintenance
issues.
Weber explained that not only
has Eastern accrued more than $90
million in facilities and planning,
but it has an additional estimated
$80 million in bond funding that
has not been discussed in the news.
Bond funding includes the textbook rental facility, housing repairs

6 seek
2 seats
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WHAT THE ... I WEIRD, UNEXPECTED, BIZARRE NEWS

Woman who sa ng about fi re charged with 7 arsons
13th juror prompts mistrial
in Texas murder trial

The Associated Press
DREXEL HILL, Pa. - Police in a Philadelphia
suburb say a 19-year-old woman accused of arson was
caught on a surveillance camera singing, "1he fire departmem is going to be mad at me."
Police say Amanda Gessner touched off? blazes in
trash and brush berween 3 a.m. and 5:45 a.m. Tuesday within blocks of where she lives in Upper Darby
Township.
Officials say Gessner was witnessed earlier in the
evening at a local convenience store singing the ditty
about the fire departmem. Her mne was caught on
the store's surveillance camera.
One fire damaged a home where a family of four
was sleeping. They escaped without injury.
Gessner is being held on $100,000 bail, charged
with arson and related offenses.
Amhorities say they have no reason to believe she
is connected to the recem arsons in Coatesville, a few
miles away.

HOUSTON - Usually, the trouble is not finding enough jurors. In Harris County, it was one too
many.
State District Judge Mark Kent Ellis had to declare
a mistrial Tuesday in a murder trial after an extra juror was allowed to deliberate.
Criminal juries must have only 12 members. Ellis
said the 13th juror would be considered omside influence even though she sat through all of the testimony.
"In 23 years I've never seen anything like this," Ellis said. "1he jurors all seemed pretty upset, bm there's
no way to unring that bell."
The judge blamed a substitme bailiff.
"I told him I never want to see him in my courtroom again," Ellis said.
Juror Paula Harlan said the extra juror tried to
leave, but the bailiff said she needed to complete paperwork that was never brought to her.
"It was a weird deal," Harlan said.
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Rain doesn't stop Panther Patrol
Signs, Eastern bags
left outside homes
to notify students
of their admittance
Editor in Chief

Choral Ensembles hosts
nursery rhymes concert

KAROLINA STRACKJTHE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

During the second stop on her Panther Patrol route, Brenda Major, director of admissions, jokes with the other
volunteers while getting signs to place on the admitted students' lawns at 5:30a.m. Wednesday in a Charleston neighborhood. Panther Patrol goes to the houses of high school students who have been admitted to EIU
and places gifts and signs outside their homes informing them of their acceptance.
said that since she has been here, they
have received positive feedback about
the program.
"From the feedback we get from
parents, the students really like it,"
Holly said. "I had already received
many e-mails from parents sharing with us how excited their son or
daughter was when they received the
packages before I could even turn on
my computer this morning."
Major, director of admissions, said
Panther Patrol was started to get high
school students in the area excited
about being accepted to Eastern.
"Since we've been doing this,
enrollment in Coles County has
increased each year," Major said.
Panther Patrol began four years
ago and was started by Major. The
Admissions Office runs the program
and the Office of New Srudent Programs helps out and students volunteer.
Brutti, a junior therapeutic recre-

arion major, volunteered through the
Panther Ambassador Club.
'1 thought it would be a fi.m experience," she said.
Brutti said despite the rain, it met
her expectations. It was "soggy fi.m,"
she said. Major, Brutti and Mueller
had some difficulty in finding some
of the houses, but stayed on track.
'1t's so hard to see addresses,"
Brutti said.
Parents of the high school students
were contacted about three weeks in
advance for approval of people putting signs in their yards as early as 5
a.m. and to make sure they are aware
of why a car would be pulling up in
their driveway.
Because of the advanced notice,
some homeowners left their front
porch lights on.
Mueller, a freshman elementary
education major with a math concentration, said Panther Patrol is a great
way to give back to the community.

"It's a very good idea. Very smart,"
she said.
Karenlee Spencer, special events
coordinator for the admissions office,
said the community gets to recognize
the success of the high school students in their neighborhood.
"1he community gets to feel that
excitement for those students who are
coming to Eastern," Spencer said. "As
it goes from year to year it builds its
own level of excitement."
She added that it is just as exciting
for the volunteers.
"Sneaking around in the dark
with barking dogs and deer mnning
through the road . . . It's an adventure," Spencer said.
Another Panther Patrol will take
place in April when another 25 or
so more high school srudents will be
honored.
Kristina Peters can be reached at 5817936 or at kmpeters2@eiu.edu.

CAMPUS I MAINTENANCE

Facilities needing repairs could have to wait
Deferred maintenance
costsfor Eastern hover
around $176.5 million
By STEPHEN 01 BENEDETTO
Staff Reporter
With an uncertain fi.tture and 2.5
percent of state appropriations in
reserve for this year, facilities on campus needing repairs might have to
wait to be fixed.
President Bill Perry said deferred
maintenance costs, maintenance work
that should be done to facilities but
is too expensive to conduct, would
increase if there were a budget reduction in state appropriations for next
year.
He said if the university has to
relinquish the 2.5 percent in reserve,
deferred maintenance costs would
increase slightly for this year as well.
"1his year, there is some impact,"
Perry said. "Next year, there will be
more impact."
Deferred maintenance costs for
the university are $176.5 million.
The university's base budget for this
year that goes to conducting deferred

Comedy group
hostsValentine's show
Lunch box Voodoo, the sketch
comedy group on campus, will
perform a Valentine's show at 9
p.m. today in 7th Street Underground.
The show is built around the
theme of relationships and
pokes fun at experiences that
everybody is all too familiar
with. Admission is free.

By KRISTINA PETERS

Brenda Major, Jessica Brutti and
Nickie Mueller braved the rain at 5
a.m. as they trekked through Charleston putting up signs in front of seven houses.
Major, Brutti and Mueller were
just one of 10 groups who worked
together in the early morning hours
leaving gifts and signs outside for 60
students in Coles County for an event
called Panther Patrol.
The signs, which said things like
"admitted," "honor srudent" and
"graduate," were placed prominently in the front yards of high school
students in the area who have been
accepted to Eastern.
Eastern bags filled with items such
as T-shirts, pens, highlighters and permanent markers were placed on the
front porch of each house as well.
The signs will be the first time the
students hear they have been admitted to Eastern.
But because of the rain and flooded roads, some groups had trouble
getting to houses.
"We, of course, urged our drivers to use extreme caution, but were
unable to cross one or two country
roads which lead to us not reaching
a couple srudents," said Blair Holly, an admissions counselor. "They
will receive their signs and package as
soon as we can reach them."
Holly said the rain made for more
of an adventure.
She said one group was greeted by
a furmer who offered them coffee as
they left the gifts for his daughter.
"They kindly declined in order to
surprise more srudents and get back
to work," Holly said.
All I 0 groups finished visiting
their houses by 7 a.m.
Holly has been involved with Panther Patrol for the past two years and

CAMPUS BRIEFS

maintenance work is $1.9 million.
"'That's not enough," Perry said.
"'There's maintenance we can't get to
with that."
He said, in the event of budget
reductions, the university would focus
its time and money to safety-related
deferred maintenance.
The other types of deferred maintenance are maintenance work that
disrupts the educational operation
of the university and miscellaneous
maintenance work.
Facilities Planning and Management is in charge of tracking deferred
maintenance on campus.
Gary Reed, director of Facilities
Planning and Management, said his
department tracks building conditions through its maintenance work
control system and periodic assessments that are recorded in a deferred
maintenance log.
Reed said, according to facilities
management guidelines, the university would need to invest 1.5 percent
of replacement value in existing buildings.
"We are fi.mded at about 0.5 percent," Reed said. '1f fi.mding remains
flat, deferred maintenance keeps

increasing."
Perry said, although deferred maintenance needs attention, other needs
of the university are more important.
He said 75 percent of the general revenue budget, comprised of
tuition and state appropriations, goes
to personnel costs. The other 25 percent goes to operating costs, facilities
included. Three-fourths of the operating costs are fixed costs the university has to budget such as utilities, Perry said.
'1t's a non-trivial exercise," Perry said of deferred maintenance. "You
know what you have to get done and
you do as much as you can do."
Paul McCann, interim vice president for business affairs, said as a
building gets older, it requires more
maintenance work. He said people
would start to see the need for maintenance work on facilities throughout
a long period. For example, the steam
plant, which was built around 1926,
has $30 million of the total deferred
maintenance costs that accumulated
throughout time.
"We can say we need $176 million of work done around campus
but, when it comes right down to it,

probably some of this you would never see," McCann said. "It would never
affect anything that we are doing."
Reed said, without additional
fi.mding, conditions of campus buildings will continue to decline.
McCann said the university would
address safety-related deferred maintenance first. Other deferred maintenance work might be delayed until
additional fi.mds are available, he said.
"There's a lot of flexibility in that
number," McCann said of the $176.5
million deferred maintenance costs.
Perry said, with the university having less state appropriations then it
did in fiscal year 2002, the university
has been constrained. He said, despite
this, the university needs to move forward.
"We'll be good stewards of the
state's resources and good stewards of
the tuition revenue we get from our
srudents," Perry said. "We're going to
keep the university moving forward."
For extended coverage, go to Den news.
com
Stephen Oi Benedetto can be reached
at 581-7942 or at sdibenedetto@eiu.edu.

Eastern's Choral Ensembles
celebrates the majesty of love
with "Sweet and Sour Nursery
Rhymes" by libby Larsen, with
special guest Katie McBain on
horn.
The performance starts at 4
p.m. on Sunday in the Dvorak
Concert Hall in the Doudna Fine
Arts Center.
Tickets are $5 for the general
public and $3 for students.
For tickets, contact the box
office at (217) 581-3110 or
doudnatix@eiu.edu.

Jazz Quartet
presents love concert
The Yellowjackets Jazz Quartet
will present a Valentine's Day
Concert at 8 p.m. on Sunday in
the Dvorak Concert Hall in the
Doudna Fine Arts Center.
The Yellowjackets received
early public and critical acclaim
for their first album in 1981.
Tickets are $12 for the general
public, $10 for senior citizens
and Eastern employees, and $5
for students.
For tickets, contact the box
office at (217) 581-3110 or
doudnatix@eiu.edu.

Return textbooks
to avoid fine
Students are required to
return all textbooks for courses
they have withdrawn and/or
dropped within two days of
the withdrawal and/or drop to
avoid charges. The fines will
include the replacement cost of
the textbook(s), late fines per
book, and a non-refundable
processing fee per book.
For current information, visit
www.eiu.edu/-textbks/.

- Compiled by Associate News
Editor Emily Zulz

BLOTTER
Spencer Leffel man, 19, of
Charleston, was charged with resisting a peace officer, possession
of drug paraphernalia and consumption of alcohol by a minor
after a 2:44a.m. Sunday arrest
in Taylor Hall, said the University
Police Department.
Disorderly conduct was reported in Thomas Hall on Sunday,
police said.

COMMENTS, CORRECTIONS, OR
EVENTS
To report any errors, local events
or general suggestions for future
editions please contact our Editor in Chief, Kri stina Peters, via:
Phone 1581-7936,
E-mail I DENeic@gmail.com
Office visit 11 811 Buzzard Hall
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STAFF EDITORIAL

WILLIAM PERRY

From Illinois
university presidents:
The public universities of Illinois play a critical role in the
lives of our state's citizens and in our state's ability to compete in the national and global economies. We know your
expectations of us are great, as are the dividends of a high
quality system of public higher education in lllinois.
In good times and bad, our institutions are here for the
people of Illinois. We never waver from the commitment to
fi.tlfill our missions of education, research, health care and
public service in ways that earn your trust. In these difficult
financial times, we want to communicate directly with you,
the people of lllinois.
To students and their families: A quality education is emcia! to our students' future. Providing it is our fi.mdamental
purpose and we pledge to do so in ways that work for you.
Tuition is a significant burden for many. We will strive to
keep tuition as low as possible in order to maximize access
and minimize financial burdens. State support is also crucial
to controlling tuition costs. Funds for financial aid from all
sources are critical.
To elected officials: Public universities with total enrollment of more than 200,000 students are collectively the
state's most valuable asset in enabling citizens and the state to
have prosperous futures. Our governing boards and administrators take this responsibility seriously. We will provide
a quality education for as many qualified students as possible, and fi.ufill our missions to supply clinical health care,
research and public service. We recognize the enormous
financial pressures placed on our state leaders and legislators.
We are committed to careful stewardship and sound management of the budgets entrusted to the state's universities;
we are also committed to ensuring efficient operations in
order to control tuition costs and to provide financial aid.
To members of our home communities: From DeKalb to
Carbondale, Charleston to Macomb, Chicago to central Illinois, we are major employers and we provide good jobs, pay
and benefits. We produce the building blocks for economic strength across the state and enhance the quality of life
in our hometowns through those we educate, our research
innovations and our cultural opportunities. We strive to be
good citizens. We appreciate your support, and we look forward to strengthening the partnerships with our communities in the difficult days ahead.
To faculty and staff and their families: The human capital
on our campuses is our most valuable asset. It is our employees and students who make us great. You are foremost on our
minds as we manage through this economic recession. We
will do our best to continue to be dependable employers.
The public universities of Illinois have served the state
and its people since the latter half of the 19th Century; most
have been in existence for more than 100 years. All have
stood the test of time and the trust of lllinois' people. Higher
education and our state's public universities have never been
more important than now. You can count on us as we move
forward and navigate these difficult times.

This message was sent to The Daily Eastern News by Eastern
President \fliUiam Perry. It was signed by 13 other !Uinois university presidents.

Almost one year later, we still
remember the NIU shootings
Almost one year ago, one of the most devastating tragedies
to ever strike lllinois occurred.
At 3:05 p.m. on Feb. 14, 2008, 27-year-old Steven
Kazmierczak entered a Northern lllinois University classroom
and opened fire, killing five and injuring 18 before taking his
own life just 10 months after shootings rocked Virginia Tech in
a spree that ended 33 lives.
The largest school shooting in American history demanded
national attention and called into question the emergency and
security responses taken by colleges across the country.
Like Virginia Tech, the NIU shootings left Americans asking, " How could this happen? Why did this happen?"
On a deeper level, the NIU shootings personally affected many Eastern students, as well as many other students
throughout lllinois.
Some smdents had friends who were killed. Some may have
had family.
For a majority of Eastern students, the tragedy in DeKalb
was much too close to home.
In the past, we watched the violence at Columbine or Virginia Tech in the comfort of our living rooms, thinking there
was no way a similar event could strike lllinois.
Yet, the unthinkable happened and recounted those questions we asked after Virginia Tech.
And as always, fingers were pointed.
There are always the basics: Psychologically damaged sotus
who were driven to violent outrage having been pushed by
some outside force.
But whose fault was it? The right-wing politicians who allow
Americans to carry guns? Or was it the video games he played?
Maybe it was the music Kazmierczak listened to or the movies
and TV shows he watched. In that case, maybe the government
should place strict regulations on the media.

"In the past, we watched the violence at
Columbine or Virginia Tech in the comfort of
our living rooms, thinking there was no way
a similar event could strike Illinois."
Sometimes people like to have a culprit for the source of
society's ills, but oddly enough, pass up the deeper psychological issues faced by the subject in favor of something tangible on
which to cast lots.
Regardless of what or who caused the tragedy, we must look
at why and how it happened so we can gain a better understanding of it and try our best to ensure these types of things
never happen again.
Eastern and Illinois lawmakers have already passed numerous measures - such as the text messaging service Alert EIU!,
the Campus Security Enhancement Act which went into effect
last month and the upcoming active shooter drill on Feb. 20 to help uphold campus security, assuring our smdents it won't
happen.
But as time goes on, we must always bear in mind the events
that led to these tragedies.
For the sake of future generations, we must always keep
their safety in mind or they will suffer the same tragedies we
have.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The editorial is the majority opinion of The DEN editorial
board. Reach the opinions editor at: DENopinions@gmail.
com.

OTHER VIEWS ON THE NEWS
BIPARTISANSHIP IS BAD
PARTISANSHIP
TEXAS A&M - What would Batman be without the Joker, Superman
without Lex Luthor or Raynor without Kerrigan?
The answer: a bunch of nobodies.
The only thing worse than not having the antagonist around to give
them meaning would be for these
characters to join hands with their
archrivals, sing " Kumbaya" and sacri-

fice what they represent for the sake of
bipartisanship.
Raynor learned that all too well on
Korhal, didn't you, Raynor?
Bipartisanship isn't a good idea in
the world of heroes and villains; neither is it in the world of politics.
Blasphemy? I don't think so.
The government of the U.S.
depends on a system of checks and
balances to function properly.
Not only are these checks and balances essential among its various

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time on any topic to
the Opinions Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News.
The DEN's policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially
harmful. They must be less than 250 words.

branches, but also between its two
parties.
Whenever a single party runs Washington, bad times are forecast for the
country as Congress and the president
run an agenda unopposed.
Equally as bad as a one-party country capital is when the two parties sacrifice morals, set aside better judgment
and work together.

Kenny Ryan
The Battallion

Letters to the editor can be brought in with identification to The DEN
at 1811 Buzzard Hall.
Letters may also be submitted electronically from the author's EIU
e-mail address to DENopinions@gmail.com.
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>> Rain
FROM PAGE 1
"When we get excessive rain, we
can take water in those times," he
said.
Hudson said the warmer weather warmed up the ground, but the
ground remains frozen below the
surface, which causes large amounts
of standing water.
Occasional flooding in some
first floor apartments in University
Court had been more prevalent in
the past, but there were no reports
of water in the apartments, Hudson said.
Cameron Craig, an instructor

>> Weber
FROM PAGE 1
"Essentially, in 2002, our state
fimding declined and never recovered," he said. "We have been successflu on the fimds that have flat lined;
however, now we face more cuts, and
it will be much harder to accommodate for those."
"Essentially, if you factor in inflation, we peaked (in state funding) seven years ago," he said.
Other issues addressed were his
plans on opening up the power of
the banner system and how he could
effectively solve problems by making
the system more efficient and assess
communication and cultural issues

in the geology/geography department, said 2.56 inches of rain were
recorded at the Eastern weather station.
Craig predicted an additional
0.25 to 0.5 inches of rain Wednesday.
H e said if temperatures were
below freezing, Charleston could
have seen 18 to 20 inches of snow.
Although, the idea that an inch
of rain equals 10 inches of snow is
not completely accurate, he said.
A dry snow creates fine snow
particles, which will compact, and
a wet snow creates more depth.
Matt Hopf can be reached at 581 7942 or at mthop(@eiu.edu.

through the network of constituencies. Weber said he would find ways
to productively address issues in the
banner system and model by example
how he wants communication to be.
Questions were cut short because
of his nul schedtue.
Weber's interviews continue today.
Finalists Patrick Kirby, associate vice president for financial affairs
at St. Edward's University in Austin,
Texas, will visit Eastern Monday and
Tuesday; and Donald Chrusciel, associate director of Facilities Planning
and Management at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa, will be on campus Feb. 23 and 24.
Krystal Maya can be reached at 581 7942 or at ksmoya@eiu.edu.

"Definitely after election day, I
was thinking of having a coffee here
at the bookshop, so people could
share their complaints ... and their
compliments," he said.

>> Election
FROM PAGE 1

James East
East owns and operates the Lincoln Book Shop at 619 Monroe Ave.,
which he bought and re-opened last
December.
H e has also worked in both the
Coles County Treasurer's Office
and the State Senate Appropriations
Office, experience East said he would
use to make city government more
"user-friendly."
"I think I have ... the perspective
of being a bureaucrat on the inside
of government and getting the complaints from the taxpayers," East said.
East said he does not have any
specific proposals for Charleston.
Instead, East said he would listen
to residents' concerns.

Matthew Hutti
Hutti, who is running as a writein candidate, works as a substitute
teacher and recently earned a master's degree in sports management
from Eastern.
Hutti said he wants to begin a
political career with a term in the
City Council.
"I want to start here and work
my way up," Hutti said.
H e said the current council
works well but added that Charleston needs to attract new businesses.
"Really and truly, I think things
are going well," Hutti said. "I'd like
to see more businesses and more
collaboration."

>> Budget
The six recommendations range
from a 2.5 percent decrease to a
5.5 percent increase.
Conversely, IBHE's lowest recommendation last year was a flat
appropriation. IBHE's highest recommendation was 6.7 percent for
each public university.
Perry said as state appropriations substantially increase, the
pressure from universities to
increase tuition becomes relieved.
H e said the last suggestion
would help Eastern and other Illinois public universities keep higher education affordable for students.
" But it's insufficient to relieve
all pressure from tuition," Perry said. "It would relieve a lot of
pressure from the tuition issue."
H e said IBHE's recommendations to Quinn reflect the economic state of Illinois. Illinois'
budget deficit is projected to be
around $9 billion.
With Quinn delaying his budget address until March 18, Perry said the uncertainty about the
state's budget for fiscal year 2010
is extended. Because of this, he
said the university would continue
to spend conservatively.
"The more unknowns tend to
make us more conservative," Perry said.
With the delayed budget
address, planning for tuition could

also be extended.
Perry said he hopes the university will set tuition at the April
Board of Trustees meeting like the
university usually does. H e said
some universities have opted to set
tuition in June.
" I don't want to wait that long,"
Perry said. "Families have to plan
their expenditures and so forth."
H e said another possibility is
the General Assembly could plan
the budget quicker, knowing the
need to resolve the financial issues
of the state.
With the IBHE recommendations sent to the governor, Quinn
now has to make a decision on
how much funding higher education should receive.
Perry said he does not know
Quinn's stance on the issue of
higher education.
After Quinn took the oath of
office Jan. 29, AI Goldfarb, president of Western Illinois University, sent a letter to Quinn on behalf
of all presidents and chancellors of
all Illinois public universities.
The letter, which was sent
Feb. 3, attempted to reach out
to Quinn to address the need for
more state support with higher
education. Goldfarb suggested a
meeting between Quinn and the
public university presidents and
chancellors.
Perry said Quinn has not yet
replied.
The Illinois government has
consistently cut fimding to public
universities since fiscal year 2002.

In response to the decreases, Eastern has steadily increased
tuition.
For the 2006-07 school year,
tuition comprised more of the
general revenue budget than state
appropriations-a first in Eastern's
history.
For the 2007-2008 school year,
the same happened again.
In April 2008, Jeff Cooley, former vice president for business
affairs, said Illinois appropriations
have historically comprised twothirds of Eastern's general revenue
budget.
Now, the budget is split in half
between tuition and state appropriations.
Perry said IBHE's recommendations shows the board's willingness to respond to the universities
needs while factoring in the realities of Illinois' economic state.
"Steps five and six are steps
where the board is very aware of
the affordability issue," he said.
H e said with three of the six
recommendations
not
having
increases, the university is preparing for the uncertain future as best
as it can. Perry, however, said he is
not pessimistic about the potential
for higher education with the budget.
"We are going to have to continue, as Eastern always has, to do
a lot with limited resources," he
said.

Rob "Mike" Goble

side recycling.

" I know this community like
the back of my hand," N ewell
said.

FROM PAGE 1

Goble, a building service worker
at Eastern, said he wants to bring a
different perspective to the council,
which he said is now dominated by
business-owners.
" I feel like the ordinary citizens'
interests are often seen as secondary
to business interests," Goble said.
" I feel like an ordinary working
guy could bring a different point of
. "
VIeW.
Goble said the council relies too
much on student apartments for
city revenue, and added that many
apartment buildings do not fit with
their surroundings.
"We need to find better ways to
increase our tax base than building
apartments," Goble said. "There's
only so many students that go to
Eastern."
Goble said he also wants the
city to do more to encourage curb-

Tim Newell
N ewell, who now teaches math
at Charleston High School, said he
spent nearly 30 years in the banking industry.
During that time, Newell
worked as a lending officer, a position which he said qualifies him to
work in city government, particularly as the national economy falters.
"This community is going to
need someone who ... has experience making tough financial decisions," N ewell said. " I think I'm
pretty well equipped to represent
the people in this community."
While working as a lending officer, Newell said, he was
involved with financing many of
the residential developments in
Charleston.

Stephen Oi Benedetto can be reached
at 581 -7942 or at sdibenedetto@eiu.edu.

Ryan Siegel
Siegel, who is Eastern's energy
and sustainability coordinator, said
he wants to help improve energysustainability in Charleston.
"A significant portion of that
is letting people know about the
long-term impact of decisions,"
Siegel said.
H e said decisions like using
condensed fluorescent light bulbs
could seem more expensive in the
short-term, but can eventually save
money.
Siegel said he has already worked
with the city to make its operations
more energy-efficient.
Joe Astrouski can be reached at 581 7945 or atjmastrouski@eiu.edu.
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CAMPUS | meeting

Students voice diversity requirement concerns
By BOB BAJEK
Student Government Editor
More than 20 Black Student
Union members came to Wednesday’s
Student Senate meeting to voice their
concerns of the striking of the diversity requirement.
The BSU members came to express
their objections to the campus involvement bylaw change, which removes
the diversity requirement for Student
Senate members to complete.
In its place, there are campus and
constituent involvement requirements
in the diversity requirement’s place.
When audience participation
began, Kendall Jackson, a junior family consumer science major, said he
wants the diversity requirement to
remain.
“If the school’s mission statement
states that we are here to promote
diversity and the Student Government
statement is to promote diversity and
other qualities, why are we chancing
the wording of the bylaw?” Jackson
said. “I think this will push the minority population to the back.”
Kendall points to the wording of
the legislation.
“They claim it is an improvement,
but reading through it, it is a (non
improvement),” Jackson said. “How is

that promoting diversity when you are
only doing campus involvement for
Eastern?”
Associate Student Supreme Court
Justice Quentin Frazier said he was a
former diversity affairs chair for the
Student Senate and disagrees with the
change.
“Just saying that they are taking it
out just because of the lack of involvement with it, the problem is they don’t
want to do something and become
more diverse because as a student senator of a diverse community, you have
to vote for others than yourself,” Frazier said. “Without the requirement,
there would be a lack of that.”
Junior English major Josh Boykin
also spoke, asking the Student Senate
to not forget the minority community and to spend time understanding
them.
Student Senate member Mark
Olendzki, who helped write the bylaw
change, told Frazier the bylaw change
is a reworking and rewording of the
diversity requirement and expands
its meaning and not restrict the word
“diversity.”
Frazier pointed out to Olendzki
that only five out of 26 Student Senate members completed the requirement last semester; so how could
future members complete it if it is not

KAROLINA STRACK | DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Student Body President Levi Bulgar addresses concerns and comments regarding the Student Senate diversity
requirement during Wednesday night’s meeting in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.

written down, he asked.
Student Body President Levi Bulgar made an executive order to speak
on the bylaw change. He supports the
bylaw change but is against the removal of the diversity requirement.
The vote was cast with 14 yes votes,

7 no and one abstention. Student Senate Speaker Drew Griffin said a twothirds majority was needed for the
bylaw change. Out of the 22 members present, 15 affirmative votes were
needed.
Student Senate member Michael

Whildin was the lone abstention. He
stated during the meeting he would
not vote for a bylaw change.
For more coverage, go to Dennews.com.

Bob Bajek can be reached at 581-7942
or at rtbajek@eiu.edu.

University | HIGHER EDUCATION

National higher education retention rate falls
By KRYSTAL MOYA
Administration Editor
The amount of students who
transfer in and out of higher education institutions is a likely factor
in the national statistics released by
ACT, Inc. that claim freshman to
sophomore retention is down drastically from last year.
But contrary to the national fall
in retention, Eastern’s rate has risen
in the last three school years making
it one of the top three public institutions in Illinois for student retention and graduation.
“We have been growing in retention since Bill Perry became president at Eastern,” said Blair Lord,
provost and vice president for academic affairs.
The ACT reported that the
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2007-08 school year saw a 3 percent decrease in student retention a rate which stood at 68.1 percent
the year before. The study included both public and private institutions.
Eastern has had an increasing
rate pattern, rising from 79 percent in the 2005-06 school year to
82 percent presently, more than the
national average.
Lord attributes the high rate to
low tuition costs, reputable academics and an amicable atmosphere.
“We are in the top three lowest tuition rates for a public institution in the state, we have programs
that engage students enticing them
to return and a high percent of students living in on campus housing, which we have found to let students feel a part of the university,”

he said.
As Eastern does not represent
the national trend, many researchers believe the statistics reported by
ACT can be refuted.
Clifford Adelman, a senior associate from the Institute for Higher Education Policy, has published
his presentation refuting claims that
more students are dropping out.
Instead, Adelman argues that the
ACT statistics do not include the
20 percent of students who do not
begin college in the fall semester, the
64 percent that attend more than
one school and the 25 percent that
attend more than two schools.
The statistics also fail to recognize the 13 percent of students that
attend summer school at community colleges and therefore drive down
those institution’s rates because they

2006 State School
retention rates
• U- of-I Champaign: 93%
• Illinois State: 83%
• Eastern: 82%
• Northern: 76%
• Western: 72%
• Southern-Edwardsville: 72%
• Southern- Carbondale: 70%
• Northeastern: 66%
do not continue attendance in the
fall semester, according to his presentation.
“These rates are found on a student-basis rather than an institutional-basis, making it inaccurate as
well,” Adelman said.
He continues to argue that if
retention were looked at on an institutional basis, accounting for the

inaccuracies above, there would be
a clearer look at real retention rates.
Eastern’s high rate is an example
that supports Adelman’s theory, but
planning and institutional studies
does not distinguish between transfers and dropouts either.
On the other hand, ACT studies in the last 25 years have concluded that rates were stable and rising
until this year.
Perry has discussed his goal of
having Eastern reach a retention rate
of 85 percent within the next five
years. Lord believes this goal would
be fantastic for any institution, but
is hard to attain.
“The goal isn’t unachievable,
either though,” he said.
Krystal Moya can be reached at 5817942 or at ksmoya@eiu.edu.
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UNIVERSITY I SERVICES

Career Services determined to help
Office stays strong
in economic decline
By JESSICA LEGGIN
Campus Editor
Eastern's Career Services wants
students to be aware of the changes
in the economy and take action so
they are able to secure themselves a
space in the workforce.
Linda Moore, director of Career
Services, said students do not have
four years to get themselves together.
"A freshman has about two-and-ahalf years to get their qualifications in
line in order for them to be recruited
for a job," she said. "Eighty-five percent of jobs are filled by November
of their senior year."
Moore said because of the severity
of the economy, Career Services has
made some adjustments to help students.

"We knew for about a year and
half that companies were cutting
positions," she said. "We have been
preparing students for this."
Career Services provides job leads
for students, and has gone into its
system to delete employers who have
not updated their job listings, Moore
said.
"Employers have been bad at
keeping their listings up to date
because they are laying people off,"
she said.
Career Services has also tripled its
cover letter workshops, Moore said.
"This has been very effective,"
she said. "I have done more of these
workshops in the month of January
then I would have done in the whole
year."
During the economic decline,
Moore said students have been
responsive to the opportunities
Career Services offer.
'1 am very impressed how our

11

1 am very impressed how our students
have responded to this crisis.
They are being very active:'
-Linda Moore, Career Services director

students have responded to this crisis," she said. "They are being very
. "
active.
Moore said the new fall program
"Career Boot Camp" received a large
response from students.
This all-day workshop gave students the opportunity to polish their
job search skills and to network with
alumni.
"This was probably our most successful program," Moore said. "It
filled the first Tuesday of the academic year by 80 students, and the
program started at 9:30 in the morn-

ing till 4 p.m. Now what does that
tell you about our students?"
Moore said students can take
advantage of other tools Career Services offer, such as an interview
stream that allows students to brush
up on their interviewing skills.
"It's a phenomenal tool to know
the questions and how you sound,"
said Moore. "Good way to practice
gaining strong interview skills."
Students registered with Career
Services are able to gain access to
a Web site called "Vault Guides,"
which allows students to be informed

about careers, internships, graduate
school and job companies.
"1his Web site tells you who the
top employers are, and they let you
know the tough interview questions
and then give you the answers," she
said. "It is available 24/7."
Students who want to register for
Career Services are required to pay a
$30 fee that lasts through Aug. 31 of
their graduate year.
Moore said students not registered should still take advantage of
the opportunities Career Services
provides.
"Go to your career adviser because
seeing one can help you avoid training for a field you end up not liking," she said. "Why not go to a
career counselor that can help you.
1ltat's how people get ahead, by
using resources."
Jessica Leggin can be reached at 5817942 or atjmleggin@eiu.edu.

NATION I ECONOMY

Bankers vow to work for financial system reform
The Associated Press

CHUCK KENNEDY I MCT
Ken Lewis of Bank of America testifies before the House Financial Services hearing on "TARP Accountability: Use of Federal Assistance by the
FirstTARP Recipients:' focusing on how financial institutions have spent
fund s received from the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) Wednesday in Washington, D.C.

WASHINGTON - Facing a
disgusted public and Congress,
bank CEOs agreed with demands
for greater accountability Wednesday in the first testimony on how
they're spending money from the
taxpayer-funded $700 billion bailout.
The eight top bankers appearing before the panel were generally contrite and conceded they have
work to do to win over a bitter
public and an exasperated Congress.
They had little choice but
to acknowledge as much, given
intense anger and anxiety as the
troubled financial system continues to spiral downward in an everworsening recession.
Over more than five hours in

the House, the CEOs were met
with deep skepticism from lawmakers who aggressively quizzed
them on how they have used more
than $160 billion in taxpayers'
money.
Rep. Barney Frank, chairman
of the panel, told the CEOs as the
hearing opened. "There has to be a
sense of the American people that
you understand their anger ... and
that you're willing to make some
sacrifices."
The panel's top Republican,
Spencer Bachus of Alabama, said
the bankers and Congress must
sway people by "winning back
their trust and their confidence."
Repeatedly, lawmakers were
scornful and treated the financial
heavyweights almost like naughty schoolchildren, ordering them
to raise their hands to indicate

their responses to blanket questions about their own use of perks
and any policy changes made since
accepting the bailout money.
"You created the mess we're
in," scolded Michael Capuano,
D -Mass. "And now you're saying 'Sorry. Trust us.' ... America
doesn't trust you anymore."
"We
understand
taxpayers
are angry" and they are right in
demanding that institutions receiving their money take a "conservative, sober and frugal" approach to
using it, said Kenneth D. Lewis of
Bank of America.
Meanwhile, N ew York Attorney
General Andrew Cuomo accused
Merrill Lynch & Co. executives
of corporate irresponsibility by
secretly and prematurely awarding
$3.6 billion in bonuses as taxpayers were bailin out the industr .
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STU’s....Thursday Chicago Night.
UV drink specials.
_______________________2/12
STU’s.....Friday College Night. $2
Domestic bottles.
_______________________2/12

Looking for part-time night watch
person. Call for details 217-3455022.
________________________ 2/27
Our company is looking for part
time work from home Account
Managers, Bookkeeper and Sales
Representatives are needed to work
on their own flexible schedule time.
It pays $3000-$4000 a month plus
benefits and takes only little of your
time. Please contact us for more
details. Requirements: should be a
computer literate, 2-3 hours access to
the internet weekly, must be 19 yrs
and above of age, must be Efficient
and Dedicated. You are interested
and need more information, Please
send your resumes to jones.anita92@
yahoo.com
_________________________ 3/2
! Bartending! Up to $250/day. No
experience necessary, training
provided. 1-800-965-6520, ext. 239
_________________________ 5/4

3rd female roommate needed for 3
bedroom apartment 09-10 school
year. Fully furnished, $175/month.
Located on Madison Avenue. Free
parking, convenient bus pickup.
Nicole (630)479-6236.
_______________________2/16

Fall ‘09 Reasonable Rent. 1-5
bedroom, W/D, water and trash
included. Close to campus 3453919, 508-4203 leave message.
________________________ 2/11
Best Value. Furnished 2 Bedroom
Apt. Close to Campus. $250 each.
Furnished 3 Bedroom Apt. $230
each. Furnished 1 Bedroom Apt.
$375. Also 1520 11th Street. 4
Bedroom House. $230 each. 217348-0288.
________________________ 2/12
For Rent; Girls only; one & two
bedroom apartment for rent across
from buzzard. Call 345-2652.
________________________ 2/12
Nice 4 bedroom, 2 bath house.
Dishwasher, central air, W/D,
parking. No pets. 11 month lease.
1059 10th St. Call 217-825-4167 or
520-990-7723.
________________________ 2/13
Nice 6 bedroom, 2 bath house.
Dishwasher, parking, 11 month
lease. No pets. 1415 9th St. Call
847-525-0255 or 520-990-7723.
________________________ 2/13
Renting for Aug. ‘09. 4 bedroom
house near campus. 1919 9th St.
$1000/month. 217-343-8468
________________________ 2/13
GREAT LOCATION: Completely
remodeled 4 bedroom home on
10th Street. Plus 1,2,&3 bedroom
apartments
on
10th
Street.
Reasonable rent. Available Summer
or Fall. Call Darin @ 549-5296
________________________ 2/13
NOW LEASING: 1 bedroom
apartments east of campus,
remodeled available for 09/10 school
year. 217-345-5832 or RCR Rentals.
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com
________________________ 2/17
2009/2010 3Bd house 1.5 bath W/
D A/C 2 car attached garage 3 blocks
from campus. 1-217-348-0394
________________________ 2/17
Female attendants for very unique
1,2,&3
bedroom
apartments.
Cathedral ceiling, loft bedrooms, roof
deck, off street parking. Too much to
list. Non-smokers only call 815-6003129. Leave message.
________________________ 2/18
3 BR townhouse available Aug 1st
across from campus parking, deck,
W/D, D/W, A/C, 3 bath. $290/mo.
847-208-6384.
________________________ 2/18
Fall2009-Affordable-Large,Beautiful,
and Spacious 1 BR Unfurnished Apt.
on he Square over Z’s Music on
the Square. Trash and Water Incl.Love Utilities-All New AppliancesLaurndry On-Site-No Pets-Apply
345-2616.
________________________ 2/20
1524 2nd St. House for rent. 910 bedrooms, 3 baths. Includes 2
refrigerators, W/D, stove, dishwasher,
A/C. Great location. Nice landlords.
(217)246-3711. jkrinkel2@eiu.edu.
________________________ 2/20
2 BR, 2 BATH APTS. 1026 EDGAR
DR. TWO BR HOUSES $295/PER/
PERSON 217-549-4074.
________________________ 2/20
Available Now: 2 bedroom
home. Washer/dryer, trash, and
lawn included. No pets. $250/
person/month. 345-5037. www.
chucktownrentals.com
________________________ 2/20
Fall ‘09: 3 bedroom home. Washer/
dryer, trash, and lawn included. No
pets. $300/person/month. 3455037. www.chucktownrentals.com
________________________ 2/20
HOUSE FOR RENT! 4 bedrooms
open, 2.5 baths, 2 large living rooms,
large kitchen and laundry room.
$395/month everything included.
Call now 217-496-3084.
________________________ 2/24
AWESOME 3 BEDROOM, 1 BATH
HOUSE FOR RENT.
GREAT
LOCATION. W/D, A/C. AVAILABLE
FALL ‘09. 508-4343
________________________ 2/26
ROOMMATE TROUBLE? SHORTTERM LEASE AVAILABLE SPRING
OR SUMMER ‘09. WALKING
DISTANCE TO CAMPUS. W/D A/
C. 508-4343
________________________ 2/26
HUGE 2 bedroom 1.5 bath Apt.
$650.00. 1 bedroom 1 bath Apt.
$380.00. Gas, water, trash removal
included. Close to campus. Call
217-345-9422.
________________________ 2/27
3-5 bedroom house for rent. New
bathrooms and spacious party room.
Fall ‘09. Call 708-774-0451.
________________________ 2/27
NOW LEASING FOR 09-10
SCHOOL YEAR! 1,2,AND 3
BEDROOM FULLY FURNISHED
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE AT
GREAT
LOCATIONS!
CALL
TODAY TO SEE! UNIQUE HOMES
PROPERTIES
(217)
345-5022
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET
________________________ 2/27
NEED ROOMMATES? UNIQUE
PROPERTIES
IS
LOOKING
FOR ROOMMATES TO FILL
BEDROOMS IN SEVERAL OF OUR
LOCATIONS. ALL VERY CLOSE
TO CAMPUS, FULLY FURNISHED
AND REDUCED RATES. CALL

(217) 345-5022 WWW.UNIQUEPROPERTIES.NET
________________________ 2/27
APARTMENTS TO RENT FOR
SPRING ‘09! LOCATED RIGHT
NEXT TO CAMPUS, FULLY
FURNISHED AND SPACIOUS
FLOOR PLANS. UNIQUE HOMES
PROPERTIES
(217)
345-5022
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET
________________________ 2/27
NICE 2 BD APT AT 812 TAFT, FREE
W/D IN EACH UNIT, FURNISHED
$350 PER PERSON, GARBAGE
INCLUDED CALL 345-6210 OR
VIEW AT EIPROPS.COM
_________________________ 3/6
2 BD HOUSE AT 1708 11TH ST. W/
BASEMENT D/W, W/D, GARBAGE
INCLUDED & NICE BACKYARD
CALL 345-6210 OR EIPROPS.COM
_________________________ 3/6
2 BD HOUSE AT 1617 12TH ST.
W/D GARBAGE INCLUDED &
NICE BACKYARD CALL 345-6210
OR EIPROPS.COM
_________________________ 3/6
BACK ON THE MARKET JUST
FOR YOU!! NOW!! RELEASING
FOR 09-10 OCHARD PARK ATPS,
2403 8TH ST. 3 BD, 2 BATH
FURNISHED, ALL INCLUSIVE $435
PER PERON NEW STACKED W/D,
FURNISHED CALL 345-6210 OR
VIEW AT EIPROPS.COM
_________________________ 3/6
5 BD/ 2 BATH HOUSE ON GRANT
CLOSE TO REC CENTER, WOOD
FLORS NICE SCREENED PORCH D/
W, W/D, & GARBAGE INCLUDED
CALL 345-6210 OR VIEW AT
EIPROPS.COM
________________________ 3/13
8 BD 3 BATH HOUSE CLOSE TO
REC CENTER, OPEN FLOOR PLAN,
CERAMIC & WOOD FLOORS W/
D, D/W, & GARBAGE FURNISHED,
CALL 345-6210 OR VIEW AT
EIPROPS.COM
________________________ 3/13
2BR moneysavers @ $275-300/
person. CABLE & INTERNET INCL.
Don’t miss it. 345-4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
________________________ 3/13
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489,
Jim Wood, Realtor.
________________________ 3/13
2&3 BR houses 1 block to Lantz/
O’Brien. Washer/dryer, A/C. 3454489, Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.
________________________ 3/13
One person apts. Most include
Cable, Internet. All shapes, sizes,
prices. 345-4489, Wood Rentals,
Jim Wood, Realtor.
________________________ 3/13
1, 2, and 3 BR apts for rent, Fall ‘09.
217-345-7286
__________________________00
Fall- Deluxe 1Br Apt. Stove, refrig,
microwave, dishwasher, washer/
dryer. Trash pd. $285pp-$495/
mo. 1306 & 1308 Arthur Ave. 117
W Polk & 905 A St. Ph. 348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________00
Summer/Fall - 2 Br Apt. Stove, refrig,
microwave, dishwasher, garage.
Water & Trash pd. $265pp-$450/
mo. 955 4th Street. Ph. 348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________00
Summer/Fall - 2 Br Apt. Stove, refrig,
microwave.
$250pp-$450/mo.
Trash pd. 2001 S 12th Street & 1305
18th Street. Ph. 348-7746 www.
CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________00

Cool old house in very good
condition. 5 bedrooms, $190 per
person, 1 block from the square, near
Friends & Co. Call (217)549-4196.
__________________________00
2 bedroom house near campus.
Washer/dryer, dishwasher, central
air. Trash included. Available May.
345-6967
__________________________00
NOW LEASING FOR 09/10
SCHOOL YEAR. Large 5 bdrm
house at 1109 4th Street. Washer/
dryer & garbage included. 10 Mo
lease, $260 per student. Call 3456257.
__________________________00
One bedroom available in four
bedroom apt. $350/mo, trash pd.
217-348-7746
__________________________00
EXTRA LARGE 1 BD APT VERY
CLOSE TO CAMPUS RENT
INCLUDES ELECTRIC WATER
INTERNET CABLE & TRASH PET
FRIENDLY 235-6598, 254-8458,
273-2048
__________________________00
Available now! Great location! 1
bedroom apt. and efficiency at 959
6th St. No pets. 345-3951
__________________________00
1 month free rent Brittany Ridge
Townhouse 3-5 people; ‘09-10
school year; 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath,
W/D, D/W, walking distance to EIU;
free trash, parking & low utilities.
$750 a month total. Call 217-5088035.
__________________________00
Nice 5 bedroom house 2 bath.
Appliances include dishwasher,
washer, dryer, stove, fridge, central
air. Close to campus. Includes
garbage, mowing, patio. 345-6967
__________________________00
Nice, Large 4 bedroom apartment.
1/2 block to campus. Includes
garbage. 345-6967
__________________________00
Nice 3 bedroom house. All
appliances including dishwasher,
washer, dryer. Deck, mowing, trash
included. 345-6967
__________________________00
Now renting for fall 2009. 4
bedroom and 1 bedroom houses.
Within walking distance to campus.
Call 345-2467.
__________________________00
Available Jan 09. Nice 2BR apt w/
stove, refrig, microwave, Laundry
Room in complex, Trash pd.
$250/$425 mo. 1305 18th street.
www.CharlestonIL.Apts.com
__________________________00
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES
for 3-5 persons, unbeatable floorplan, 3&4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths,
deck, central air, washer, dryer,
dishwasher. Free trash and parking,
low utility bills, local responsive
landlord. Starting @ $200/person.
Available July 2009, Lease length
negotiable 217-246-3083
__________________________00
2009-10: 6BD/2.5 bath house
at 1525 1st St.( 1/2 block from
Lantz) call 345-3148 or visit www.
pantherpads.com for details.
__________________________00
Close to campus. 3-4 BR house for
rent 2009-2010. Washer/Drier, A/C
w/ heat pump, new carpet, 10-12
month lease, $315 per person. 217549-5402
__________________________00
3 & 4 Bedroom 2 Bath Apts. with
Brand NEW Furniture! W/D and
Dishwashers included! $350 per

person. 217-345-6100
www.
jbapartments.com
__________________________00
SUMMER/FALL ‘09: 1, 2, & 4
BR Apts , numerous locations.
Appliances
included.
$250$495/MO. Ph. 348-7746. www.
CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________00
2 BR furnished apt, trash & water
included. $265/mon. AND 4 BR
Townhouses, 2 1/2 bath, W/D. Trash
included. 348-5427or 549-1957
__________________________00
NOW RENTING FALL ‘09. EARLY
BIRD SPECIALS. Brittany Ridge
Townhouses,
3-4
bedrooms.
Refrigerator, stove, water, trash,
central air. 234-7368
__________________________00
EIU Students, we have the place for
you at 1812 9th St. We only have
3 & 4 BR apartments left. They are
fully furnished and updated. Parking
and trash included, laundry on
premises, and dusk-to-dawn security
lighting. Locally owned for 14 years.
Please call to schedule a showing.
348-0673, leave a message.
__________________________00
3 & 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Apts. We
have the BEST for LESS! W/D and
Dishwashers included! $325 per
person. 217-345-6100
www.
jbapartments.com
__________________________00
For Rent: 5 and 6 bedroom houses
one block off campus on 7th St. 4
bedroom apartment and studios
available. Call 217-728-8709.
__________________________00
For lease: 09-10. 2 and 4 Bedroom
homes. Complete viewing at blhi.org
or 217-273-0675
__________________________00
We Have the Unit for You! Royal
Heights 1509 S. 2nd 3br/1.5ba
Glenwood 1905 12th 1,2br Pd
water/int/cable Lynn-Ro 1201 Arthur
1,2,3br w/d in all units. Stop by
office at 1509 S. 2nd or call 3450936 lsrozek@aol.com
__________________________00
YOU CAN’T GET ANY CLOSER!
Park Place Apartment is renting
for Fall 2009. 1,2 and 3 bedroom
furnished apartment. We have the
size and price to fit your needs. Stop
by 715 Grant Ave, #101 or call 3481479 ParkPlaceMgmt@aol.com
__________________________00
EXCELLENT
LOCATIONS1
bedroom apartments available
August 2009. www.ppwrentals.
com 348-8249
__________________________00
WWW.CHUCKTOWNRENTALS.
COM

__________________________00
FOR 2009-2010: VERY NICE
1, 2, 3, AND 4 BR HOUSES
AND
TOWNHOUSES
AND
APARTMENTS. ALL EXCELLENT
LOCATIONS.
FOR
MORE
INFORMATION, CALL 217-4937559, OR VISIT US AT www.
myeiuhome.com.
__________________________00
EASTERN ILLINOIS PROPERTIES
NOW
SHOWING
20092010 2,3,4,5,6,7,8 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS,
DUPLEXES,
HOUSES. VIEW PROPERTIES AT
WWW.EIPROPS.COM OR CALL
217-345-6210.
__________________________00
WWW.JBAPARTMENTS.COM
__________________________00
2 or 3 BR. SHORT WALK TO
CAMPUS $250 PER/PERSON. 3 BR.
AWAY FROM CAMPUS. BOTH
WITH APPLIANCES, W/D. TRASH.
PHONE 345-7244, 649-0651
__________________________00
FOR RENT: One, Two, and Three
Bedroom Apartments, two blocks
from Old Main, starting at $350/MO.
217-549-1060
__________________________00
Available Jan 1st. 1 BR apt. Water
and trash included, off street parking.
Buchanan St. apts. 345-1266
__________________________00
AVAILABLE
SPRING
2009,
DISCOUNTED RENT! Nice 3
bedroom house, CA, W/D, bar, offstreet parking. Call 217-202-4456
__________________________00
YOU’VE SEEN THE REST, NOW
TRY THE BEST!!!! Campus
Pointe Apartments offers 2 and 3
bedrooms with individual leases
AND roommate matching. Our
rent includes CABLE, HI-SPEED
INTERNET, WATER, SEWER, AND
TRASH. Plus, we give you $60$75 toward your monthly electric
bill!!! . . . AND THAT’S NOT ALL!
We have a 24-hour clubhouse that
offers a tanning bed, fitness center,
game room, and computer lab with
unlimited printing. CALL 345-6001
or visit www.apartmentseiu.com
today!
__________________________00
LOOKING FOR A BARGAIN?
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES:
3-4 bedroom, $200 p/p. Refrigerator,
stove, water, trash, central air. 2347368
__________________________00
OLDETOWNE
APARTMENTS:
1, 2, &, 3 BEDROOMS. CLOSE
TO CAMPUS. 4 LOCATIONS TO
CHOOSE FROM. 345-6533
__________________________00

NO GIMMICKS!!
1 & 2 BR Apts. and 3 BR Houses
for 2009-2010 near campus.

Affordable, 24 hr maintenance, 30 yrs in business.
Pets welcome.

Call 217-345-2516
for an appointment.

VILLAGE RENTALS
P
& mp Best deal for the dollar!!!
1 & 2 Pe
pt , most include cable & internet
& B
- A/C, washer/dryer, walk to EIU
CAL f p
an
p n
n !
EIU student
rentals since
1979
Jim Wood, Realtor
1512A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 - Fax 345-4472

woodrentals.com
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GAME 24: EASTERN AT
MOREHEAD STATE

>> Team
FROM PAGE 12

>> Schneider
FROM PAGE 12

H e said in addition to the pressure, the Eagles are good at disrupting passing lanes and causing turnovers.
Miller said the Eagles rely on
their shot blockers for inside presence and their athleticism adds to
the pressure they put on.
Offensively, Martin said Morehead likes to play an inside-outside
game.
They have four players averaging more than 10 points a game led
by senior forward Leon Buchanan's
14.2 points per game.
Sophomore
center
Kenneth
Faried is Morehead State's force
inside, scoring 13 ppg and averaging a league high 12.7 rebounds
per game.
Miller said Morehead is one of
the best rebounding teams in the
league.
"Their front line has performed
as well as anybody, and that is why
they have been in first place for a
pretty (long) stretch," Miller said.
"They are very versatile and athletic. They can play in a variety of different styles because of that."
Morehead is averaging a leaguehigh 39.1 rpg, while allowing a
league low 31.6 rpg.
The Panthers beat the Eagles 6761 on Jan. 17 at Lantz Arena. Eastern sophomore guard Tyler Laser

When: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Morehead, Ky.
Series History: EIU leads 20-6.
Last Meeting: Eastern won 6761 on Jan. 17.
Eastern (11-12, 8 -5 OVCI
Head Coach: Mike Miller (34-75
in fourth season)
Probable Starters
Pos.
Name
Yr.
C
0. Cisse
Jr.
F
B. Parrish
Sr.
G
T. Marion
Jr.
G
R. Martin
Jr.
G
T. Laser
So.
MOR 114-11, 10-3 OVCI
Head Coach: Donnie Tyndall
(41-44 in third season)
Probable Starters
Pos.
Name
Yr.
C
K. Faried
So.
G
L. Buchanan
Sr.
F
M. Stallworth
Jr.
G
D. Harper
Sr.
G
B. Shingles
Jr.

scored 18 second-half points to
lead the Panthers to a-come-frombehind victory.
Since the game against Eastern,
the Eagles are 5-1 with their only
loss coming on the road to Jacksonville State on Feb. 5.

Crittenden ranks fifrh in the
Summit League in the 20-yard backstroke with 27.96 seconds.
Pumphrey displayed her best
times of the season at the House of
Champions. Pumphrey placed first
in the 50-, 100- and 200-yard free
relay with times of 25.14, 56.49,
and 1:59.95, respectively. Pumphrey
also finished with a personal best
time in the 100-yard backstroke in

1:03.53 against Millikin. She is also
part of the 400-yard freestyle relay
team that ranked fourth in the conference.
Along with the success of Pumphrey and Crittenden, Green has
also established herself as a consistent swimmer. Green has achieved
new personal best times against Millikin and Valparaiso.
The last piece of the freshmen
foursome is Nicole Sharp.
Eastern head coach Matt Bos
believes that while red-shirred freshman diver Sharp has not been at full

strength this season, she will certainly be a factor in the upcoming seasons.
" N icole will take some time to
develop, but with some hard work
she has the talent to contribute a lot
down the road," Bos said.
Sharp's best dive score is a 153.65
on six dives against Valparaiso.
With these freshmen on a team,
the future looks bright for the Eastern women's swimming team.

Neil Schneider can be reached at 5817944 or atjnschneider@eiu.edu.

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE I BY STEPHAN PASTIS

I-IIYA, I THOVGHTI'DOOSOMETHitJG
RAT. FUN. SO I DROVE TO THt PET
I.J~AT'S STORt AND BOVGHT OS A
GOING PARROT. BUTO~Tf.l£ WAY
ON
SAC I<, I GOT CAUGHT IN A
?
THREE-HOUR TRAfFICJAM.

W& MA'f I-lAVE' TO DEPROGRAM
HIM.

GET FUZZY I BY DARBY CONLEY

Dan Cusack can be reached at 581 7944 or at dscusack@eiu.edu.

r;DlSIIFIEDS
r•'

torrent

University Village: 4 bedroom houses, $4501
per person. All utilities included. 345-1400

r•'

torrent

Qtl)e New l11ork ~hnt£1
~Crossword

month. 217-276-4509.

---------------00

FALL 09-10: 1, 2 & 3 BR. APTS. WATER
& TRASH INCLUDED. PLENTY OF OFFSTREET PARKING. BUCHANAN ST. APTS.
CALL345-1266.

Lincolnwood Pinetree Apartments renting
studio, 1, 2, and 3 bedrooms for 2009/201 0.
Veryclose tocampusand affordable rent. Call
345-6000. Email LincPineApt@consolidated.
net

----------------00

---------------00

1, 2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Trash and parking
included. Great location . Call 217-3452363.

Lincolnwood Pinetree Apartments has
apartments available for january 2009. Call
345-6000. Email LincPineApt@consolidated.
net

15

---------------00

20

----------------00

--------------- 00
Close to campus: 3 bedroom house avail.
2008..09. CA w/ heat pump, WID, new
carpet. 10-12 mo lease. $900/mo. 5495402

--------------- 00
NOW RENTING FALL'08-'09: Efficiencies,
1,2, and 3 bedrooms. All utilities, cable. and
internet included. 234-7368

--------------- 00
3 BR apt. for lease. 1051 7th St. No pets.
345-7286, www.jwilliamsrentals.com

--------------- 00
2 BR apts. for lease. 1530 1st St. and
1041 7th St. No pets. 345-7286, www.
jwill iamsrental.com

--------------- 00
Houses for '09: 3, 4, 5, and 6 BR. Close to
campus, laundry, parking, no pets. 3457286, www.jwill iamsrentals.com

--------------- 00
1 and 2 Br. apartments on the square. All
utilities included except electricity. $475$500. Call234-7368.

--------------- 00
3 and 4 bedroom apts. $600-$700 per
month. 6 to choose from. Call234-7368.

--------------- 00
2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Extremely close to
campus. Great Price! 235-6598, 254-8458,
(217) 273-2048

--------------- 00
Driftwood apartments now renting for 2009.
2 BR, WID, enclosed deck. Very nice. $575/

Lunchbox Voodoo- Valentiine's Day
Show on February 12, 2009 at 9p.m.
in 7th Street Underground . Love and
Romance inspired sketches. The show is
free but bring a few dollars for our special
"Love Auctions!"

FALL '09: 2 bedroom 1.5 bath apartment.
Central Air, WID, Dishwasher, Walk in
closets. No Pets. $275 per person. 101 7
Woodlawn. 348-3075

1

6
10
14

16
17
19
21
23
24

---------------00

28

FALL '09: 3 bedroom house. GA, WID,
Dishwasher, Lg room. No Pets. $350 per
person. 1510 B street. 348-3075

31

--------------- 00

33

FALL '09: 2 bedroom 2 bath apartment. WI
D, a A. Large kitchen with spacious room
and big closets. No Pets. $300-$325 per
person. 1520and 1521 Cstreet. 348-3075

32

34
35
37

--------------- 00

41

3,
4
bedroom
houses.
www.
EIU neighborhood.com or call 217-2731395.

42

--------------- 00

44

LARGE 3 BD HOUSE VERY CLOSE TO
CAMPUS GREAT RATES 235-6598, 2548458, 217-273-2048

45

43

46
47

--------------- 00
LARGE 2 BD APTS GREAT RATES PET
FRIENDLY, RENT INCLUDES ELECTRIC
WATER INTERNET CABLE & TRASH 2356598, 254-8458, 273-2048

--------------- 00
August 1st. 1 bedroom 1 bath Apt. WID.
Close to campus. 1011 Woodlawn. No
pets, smoke free. $395/ 1 person, $445/ 2
person. 217-348-3075.

Monday, February 16 last day to turn in
paper work for ethnobotany in China.
Questions contact Dr. Gorden Tucker at
581 -6240.
--------------- 2/16

51
52

ACROSS
Weakens
Chink in the
armor, say
Book after Joel
The Sorbonne,
for one
Jot
It's in a pickle
Supermodels?
Just
Continued drama
Caboose, e.g.
Make one to one,
perhaps
One who fattens
up cattle?
Razz
Jot
Flapper
accessory
Legal org
Narn ia's Asian ,
eg
Duke's quarters?
Bit of a dvice from
a tennis coach?
Bridge supports
Work on the
street
Be prostrate
Bad-mouth
Monet's "Done!"
Nabors role
45s from Count
Basie and Benny
Goodman?
trick
Monet work

53
57
59

62
63
64
65
66
67

1

Edited by Win Shortz

No. 0108

Congregation
member
Final
From gentle to
steep fo r some
playground
equ ipment?
Move, in Realtorspeak
Pounds,
informally
Spasm
Run in place
Pupil of Miss
Crump, on TV
Much-debated
school subject,
fo r short
DOWN
Come clean, with

"up"

Hurt
One can be
shown to you
4 Nancy's aunt
in Nancy Drew
mysteries
5 Go after
6 Working out just
1s Not too quick
fine?
22 "Porgy" novelist
7 Mauna
_ Heyward
a Still
25 Chinese dynasty
9 "That
so bad"
lasting e ight
10 Fuss
centuries
11 Sage and thyme
26 Cartel leader
are in it
27 Kids' snow
12 N.F.L. Hall-ofconstruction
Farner Matson
28 See 45-Down
13 Mo re devious
29 Disbeliever's
comment
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
30 S tripped
34 "Come on!"
35 Coupe _
36 Potter's pu rchase
38 Target for Dracu la
39 The Jets, e.g.
2

3

PUZZLE BY JOEOIPIETRO
40
45

46
47
48
49

50
54
55
56
58

Once called
Standard
28-Down
purchase
The id is in it
Sci-fi novelist
S . Tepper
Like some floors
and legs
R&B singer with
the hit "Thong
Song"
Bridge positions
Last name in
comedy
Healing balm
Exigency
Curly whacker

60

Only Super Bowl

won by the Jets

61

34th U.S . pres.

For answers, ca 1-900-285-5656, $ 1.49 a m nute; or, w th a
cred I card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annua subscr pions are ava abe for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the ast 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users Text NYTX to 386 to down oad puzz es, or v s I
nyt mes com/mob exword for mo re nformat on.
On ne subscr pions: Today's puzz e and mo re than 2 ,000 past
puzz es. nyt mes.com/crosswords ($ 39.95 a year) .
Share I ps: nyt mes.com/wordp ay.
Crosswords for young so vers: nyt mes.com/ earn ng/xwords

SPORTS

WWW.DENNEWS.COM ITHE DAILY EASTERN NEWS I THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12,2009

SENIOR LEADS
TEAMS' OFFENSE

MEGAN EDWARDS
Top Cat is a weekly feature that showcases one of the
top athletes from the past week and gives a profile of
the top player and moments from the sporting event.

By NEIL SCHNEIDER
Staff Reporter
Eastern senior guard Megan
Edwards has been the "quarterback"
of the Eastern women's basketball
team's offense.
Although Edwards missed the
2006-07 season with a knee injury against Missouri- Saint Louis,
she has been helpful with the team's
turnover problems and has also been
able to knock down shots.
In the past two games against
Southeast Missouri and IllinoisChicago, Edwards has proven she
is not only a passer, but a scorer as
well. She finished last week with 23
points, three rebounds, four assists
and one steal.
"Basically, she is the little engine
that makes us go," said Eastern head
coach Brady Sallee. "When she is
playing at a high level, distributing
the basketball, we are at our best."
Edwards and the Panthers average I7.8 turnovers a game, but that
is an improvement considering Eastern has averaged I8.7, 20 and I8.4
turnovers a game in the past three
seasons. Edwards was out for the
season when the Panthers averaged
20 turnovers a game.
"It gave me a totally different aspect of seeing the game," she
said. "It sort of gave me a coaches' perspective on the game, and
I began to notice different things
about the offense, that I wouldn't
have been able to see from being
on the court."
This season, Edwards has 88
assists and only 56 turnovers. She
only had four assists and three
turnovers in the past week, but taking care of the basketball has spread
to the entire team.
In the last three games, the Pan-

thers

co

KAROLINA STRACK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Eastern senior guard Megan Edwards has been the leader of Eastern's offense. Edwards leads the team with 88 assists and only 55 turnovers. Last
week Edwards had 23 points and finished a perfect 8-of-8 from the field. Edwards also had three rebounds, four assists and a steal last week.

thers have averaged only II.3 turnovers a game while averaging I6.7
assists per game.
Her play on the court this season has also helped the Panthers
establish a record of I7-7, I0-2 in
the Ohio Valley Conference and a
I9-game winning streak at Lantz
Arena.
Edwards is averaging 7 .7 points
this season, to go along with averaging 3.3 assists. She is shooting 94 percent from the free-throw
line. Edwards has also started all 24
games this season, while averaging a
team high 31.6 minutes per game.

Sallee said Edwards is the type of
player who makes the team better
when she is on the court.
"Clearly we have good players on our team," Sallee said. "But
I think that you can go back and
notice the production levels during
the year she was hurt and the numbers we have put up during the past
two seasons with her, and there
really isn't even a comparison."
Edwards was a perfect 6 -of-6
from the field as well as going 5of-5 from 3-point range against
Southeast Missouri. She also was 2of-2 from the field against illinois-

Chicago.
Edwards runs an offense that
knows when to take shots in the
system. The Panthers are ranked
28th in the nation in field goal percentage (44.5).
"(Edwards) brings a lot of basketball knowledge to the team, as
well as bringing a lot of leadership,"
said Eastern senior forward Rachel
Galligan. "She really plays a good
field general for our team. When it
comes time to getting the offense
moving, she really does a good job."
Galligan said Edwards is the best
point guard she has played with and

that Edwards' willingness to distribute the basketball has allowed
the rest of the team to develop their
game.
But while Edwards and the rest
of the Panthers have set the NCAA
Tournament as their goal, they are
patient.
"We are really taking it one game
at a time," Edwards said. "We are
going to go down to Kentucky and
try and pick up some big wins, that
will help us get closer to our goal."
Neil Schneider can be reached at 581 7944 or atjnschneider@eiu.edu.

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD I WEEKE N D PREVIEW

Panthers head to Iowa State and DePauw invites
By WALLY SWENSON
Staff Reporter
The balanced men's and women's
track and field teams get to showcase
their talent this weekend.
The Panthers will split as a team and
travel to the Iowa State and DePauw
lnvitationals.

"Running on another fast track,
and competing with stiff competition
will give the team an oppommity to
step up and perform the best that we
can," said senior David Holm. "I will
be running in the 800-meter (run) this
week, and I know there will be some
top runners at the Iowa State meet."
Holm currently ranks second in

Eastern history in the 800-meter run
(I minute, 49.60 seconds).
The meet begins on Thursday and
continues Friday and Saturday.
"Iowa State has great competition, and hopefi.tlly, running the (800meter run) in such a fast heat will allow
our runners such as Holm and Boey
to solidifY themselves as the top run-

ners around," said red-shirt freshman
Megan Gingerich. ''Hopefi.illy being
placed in a fast heat will allow myself
to raise my level of running and perhaps improve on last week's times."
The other meet Eastern runners will
travel to this weekend is the DePauw
Indoor Invitational at II a.m. on Saturday in Greencastle, lnd

"This is a great opportunity for us
to have good times and showcase our
abilities on the track," freshman Brittany Arthur said. "The runners who are
going to DePauw must be ready to run
in order to improve ourselves."
Wai!Y Swenson can be reached at 5817944 oratwfswenson@eiu.edu.
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SOFTBALL I SEASON PREVIEW

Toughness will decide Panthers' season
Loaded lineup
features balance
of upperclassmen,
underclassmen
By KEVIN MURPHY
Sports Editor
Eastern head softball coach Kim
Schuette put it simply about the Eastern softball team.
"'They're not afraid," Schuette said.
"1his is the first time in four years I've
had kids who aren't afraid. I like that.
They're tough."
An Eastern team, bolstered by
experienced upperclassmen and seven
newcomers, are not afraid of the challenges of the non-conference season
and eventually the Ohio Valley Conference season. Eastern's season begins
with a showing at the Troy Cox Classic at New Mexico State in Las Cruces, N.M.
A lot of the toughness comes from
the two seniors, Sarah Coppert and
Kathleen Jacoby and red-shirt junior
Angela Danca.
"Coppert, Jacoby and Danca know
what I want," Schuette said. "'This is
why I brought them here. 'This is what
I want. The traditions have begtm and
people know what to expect ftom the
first day of practice."
Add in the fact that Coppert was
a Second Team All-OVC honoree last
season, Jacoby earned Second Team
All-OVC honors her freshman season
and Danca earned tourney honors at
the Tennessee Chattanooga Tournament last season.
Jacoby said that the three have been
facilitating leadership and emphasizing the team aspect.
"We're not a group of individuals,"
Jacob said. "We're a team - that's basically what we're trying (to be)."
Schuette said since these players
know the expectations, everything else
is falling into place.
"We've all banded together and
know what it takes to get there," East-

ern junior shortstop Megan Nelson
said.
'That was evident last season when
the Panthers pushed themselves
toward a fourth-place finish in the
OVC and an appearance in the OVC
Tournament.
'The Panthers are confident heading into the season with the upperclassmen, including Nelson, who led
the league with 30 steals and led the
team in batting average (.335).
Eastern junior outfielder Denee'
Menzione led the team with seven
home mns last season and is third in
program history with 11 home mns.
Nelson earned OVC Tournament
honors last season, and Menzione
earned Second Team All-OVC honors.
'The Panthers will also be adding seven newcomers, which includes
sophomore pitcher Amber May, who
was a Junior College All-American at
Heartland College last season.
'Tm certain I've never seen a pitcher with so much determination and
drive to win a game," Nelson said.
Schuette has been challenging her
players with tough practices and a
tough schedule.
'The Panthers will play the following teams this weekend: New Mexico
State (6-0) is undefeated and receiving votes in the Top 25/USA Today/
National Fastpitch Coaches Association Poll, Texas-El Paso (2-3) defeated
No. 2 Ariwna State, Central Michigan, who was picked to win the MidAmerican West Division and Saint
Mary's (Calif.).
'1f people hang with us, it's
going to be a good year for softball," Schuette said. "I like scheduling
tough. They have high expectations.
'They don't want to finish in the middle. They're tough. We've been a litde bit hard on them so as to prepare
them for (tough) competition."
But Nelson thinks the team can
surprise some people.
"We've got our speed back," Nelson said. "We're pretty much stacked

"We put a lot of time into shooting the ball," Eastern head coach
Brady Sallee said.
But if the Panthers want to continue their winning ways, they will
have to do it on the road this week,
something the team has been unable
to do on a consistent basis all season.
While they are 12-0 at Lantz Arena

this season, they are only 3-7 away,
with all three wins corning against
OVCteams.
Against Morehead State, the Panthers will play a team they handled
easily in their first meeting of the season, a 70-52 victory on Jan. 17.
The Eagles feature three players who average in double figures in
scoring, including sophomore guard
Chynna Bozeman, who averages
15.8 points per game and junior center Brittany Pittman, who leads the
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POSSIBLE STARTING
LINEUP
1. M. Nelson - SS
2. A. Danca- CF
3. S. Coppert - 2B
4. D. Menzione - L/RF
5. K. Holtz - 3B
6. M. Jackson 1B
7. H. Hanna - C
8. A. Bilina- DP
9. M. Sorrentino - URF
Pitching - A. May

WEEKEND SCHEDULE
New Mexico State Troy Cox
Classic in Las Cruces, N.M.
Friday
Saint Mary's (Calif.) vs. Eastern,
10a.m.
New Mexico State vs. Eastern,
5:30p.m.
Saturday
Texas-El Paso vs. Eastern, 10 a.m.
New Mexico State vs. Eastern, 3
p.m.
Sunday
Central Michigan vs. Eastern, 10
a.m.
Other Notes
Sophomore third baseman Kiley Holtz and sophomore first
baseman Melinda Jackson will
anchor the team as returning
players. Jackson started in 44 of
the teams' 46 games last season
and batted .255 overall and .293
in conference play. She also started 42 times at first base. Holtz
played 45 games and started 44
times, primarily at third base. She
led the team with six doubles.
ERIC HILTNER ITHE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Eastern junior center fielder Angela Danca makes a catch during practice
Wednesday afternoon in Lantz Fieldhouse. The Eastern softball team
begins its season at the New Mexico State Invitational this weekend.

through our lineup with some speed
and some power hitting. Everybody
brings a little something to the table
that kind of works for the overall
teatn."

OVC in blocked shots and is second
in rebounding with 10 per game. She
also averages 11.5 points per game.
After the road trip, the Panthers
will head back to Lantz Arena for
their final home stand of the season, which will culminate on Senior
Night as the Panthers welcome first
place Murray State at 3 p.m. on Feb.
21.
Collin Whitchurch can be reached at
581-7944 or cfwhitchurch@eiu.edu.
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This also includes freshman catcher H ailee Hanna, who is the team's
third catcher in four years. Freshman
Amanda Bilina and Ashley Anderton
will compete for the designated play-

er position.
"'Those new young players have
taken our players to a new level,"
Schuette said. "They work hard and
do the right things, which is contagious across the team."
Ke.~in Murphy can be reached at 5817944 or at kjmurphy@eiu.edu.

GAME 25: EASTERN AT MOREHEAD STATE
When and Where: 4:15 p.m.;
Morehead, Ky.
Eastern (17-7, 10-2 OVCI
Head Coach: Brady Sallee
Probable Starters
Name
Yr.
Pos.
F
R. Galligan
Sr.
F
L. Kluempers
Sr.
G
D. Sims
R-Jr.
G
E. Canale
Sr.
G
M. Edwards
Sr.

Morehead State I 14-16, 8-51
Head Coach: Mike Bradbury
Probable Starters
Name
Pos.
F
B. Pittman
F
D. Wastson
G
C. Bozeman
G
T. Hamilton
G
C. Lumpkin

Yr.
Jr.
Jr.
So.
Jr.
Fr.

NE\VLY REYIODELED l~:\'ITS!!
"Panther Heights"
1617 9th Street
"The East View"
214411th Street
"The Atrium"
1202 Lincoln Ave.
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS-GREAT
LOCATIONS AND NEW FURNISHINGS!

&

True.

I Like You!!
Love, Ben
P.S. GO CUBS!
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(217)345-.5022

The
DAILY EASTERN NEWS
WWW.DENNEWS.COM
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2009

sp 0 RTS

SPORTS EDITOR
Kevin Murphy
DENsportsdesk@gmail.com

WOMEN' S BASKETBALL I WEEKEN D PREVIEW

NATIONAL SPORTS

Eastern still chasing Racers

WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Mich. State at Indiana I
6 p.m. on Big Ten
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Panthers seek to match
last year's win total

No. 7 Louisville at Notre Dame I

By COLLIN WHITCHURCH

MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Assistant Sports Editor

Temple at St. Joe's I

6 p.m. on ESPN

6 p.m. on ESPN2

ERIC HILTNER ITHE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern freshman guard Pilar Walker signals to her teammates as she presses forward during a game against
Southeast Missouri on Saturday in Lantz Arena. The Panthers won 73-53. Eastern will be on the road this weekend.

The Eastern women's basketball
team will look to match its win total
from last season with a pair of Ohio
Valley Conference games on Thursday.
The Panthers (17-7, 10-2 OVC)
won 19 games last season, which was
the most since the 1988 team won
22 games and went to the NCAA
Tournament.
After finishing 4-0 during their
four-game home stand, the Panthers
hit the road again this week as they
travd to Morehead, Ky., at 4:15 p.m.
today for a match-up with Morehead
State (14-11, 8-5).
The Panthers will also travd to
Richmond, Ky., at 3 p.m. Saturday
to take on Eastern Kentucky (6-16,
3-10).
Eastern enters the road trip riding
a five-game winning streak, including a recent nm at home that saw
the team rout three conference foes,
as well as in-state rival Illinois-Chicago.
The Panthers trail Murray State
(15-6, 10-1) in the league standings.
The home stand did not come
without some troubles, however, as
the Panthers lost junior guard Ashley
Thomas for the season prior to the
Feb. 4 game against the Flames.
The Panthers are also red-hot
shooting from the floor lately. They
shot better than 50 percent from the
field twice during the home stand,
including a 51 percent mark in their
most recent win, a 73-53 victory
against Southeast Missouri on Saturday.

»

SEE CHASING, PAGE 11

MEN' S BASKETBALL I WEEKE ND PREVIEW

Panthers play top team in league
Eastern will dea l with
inside-outside game
By DAN CUSACK
Sports Reporter
The Eastern men's basketball
team will not be playing many more
games at Lantz Arena.
The Panthers will play five of their
final six games away from Charleston
as they begin a two-game road trip at
6:30 p.m. today when they take on
Morehead State in Morehead, Ky.
This season the Panthers are 2-3
on the road in Ohio Valley Conference games, but OVC teams on the
road have struggled all season.
So far only two OVC teams, Austin Peay (6-2) and UT Martin (52), have winning records away from
their home arenas. Morehead (3-3)
and Murray State (4-4) have .500
records when away.
The Panthers (11-12, 8-5 OVC)
are seeking their ninth conference
win for the first time since the 20022003 season. Eastern has only had
five seasons where it has won nine

or more OVC league games in its 12
seasons in the league.
Eastern coach Mike Miller said
it would be huge for the Panthers
to go on the road and steal a couple of games. Right now, Eastern is
in fourth place, a game and a half
behind Austin Peay for third place
and a game ahead of Murray State
(12-10, 7-5).
The Panthers will have a tough
task ahead of them, as Morehead
State (14-11, 10-3) is 9-0 in conference play at home.
"We have to go out there and
focus," said Eastern junior guard
Romain Mattin. "We have to go
there and have the same focus that
we have (at home)."
Defensively, the Eagles play a
press defense and rely on their shot
blockers inside if the press is broken.
Eastern struggled to find perimeter shots Monday in a 59-53 loss to
Murray State and Martin said the
Panthers have emphasized their press
offense in practice.

»

SEE TEAM, PAGE 9

KARLA BROWNING ITHE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern freshman guard Jeremy Granger attempts to drive against a Murray State player on Monday in Lantz Arena. The Panthers lost 59-53. The
Panthers will travel to play Morehead State and Eastern Kentucky.

NHL
Saint Louis at Nashville

MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

No.6 UCLA at
No.8 Arizona State

I

8 p.m. on ESPN
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

No. 20 Illinois at
Northwestern I
8 p.m. on ESPN2

SCOREBOARD
MEN 'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
No. 1 UConn 63, No. 22 Syracuse 49
N.C. State 82, No. ?Wake Forest 76
No.8 Memphis 63, Tulsa 37
Dayton 1, No. 14 vier 58

MORE ONLINE
EDITORS
BLOGABOUT
EASTERN
ATHLETICS
• Check them out:

www.dennews.com

NEIL SCHNEIDER

Freshn1en
will n1ake
difference
If the Eastern women's swim
team wants to find success in the
upcoming seasons, they will turn
their attention to the development of four freshmen.
Tyler Crittenden, Story Pumphrey and Alex Green are three
of the four freshman swimmers
that have been making a difference this season.
These three freshmen along
with junior Lauren Zillmer have
combined to form Eastern women's most potent 200-yard freestyle relay team.
Their best relay time came at
the House of Champions where
they won in I minute, 38.82 seconds.
These freshmen have also been
showing promising results during
their individual rdays.
Crittenden had a personal best
time of 24.95 seconds in the 50yard freestyle on Jan. 24 against
MiUikin, which ranks eighth in
the Summit League.

»

SEE SCHNEIDER, PAGE 9

EASTERN SPORTS SCHEDULE
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Today at Morehead State
4:15p.m. - Morehead, Ky.

MEN'S BASKETBALL

I

Today at Morehead State
6:30p.m. - Morehead, Ky.

SOFTBALL

I

Friday vs St. Mary's (Calif.)
10 a.m. - Las Cruces, N.M.

I

MEN'S TENNIS

SOFTBALL

Friday vs New Mexico State
5:30 p.m. - Las Cruces, N.M.

I

I

7 p.m. on FSN Midwest

Saturday vs. Dayton

I

8 a.m. - Fort Wayne, Ind.
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A BITTERSWEET'VALENTINE'S DAY
By Josh Van Dyke
Verge Reporter
Valentine's Day may be a time when love
is in the air, but some people have little love
for the holiday.
In some people's eyes, the holiday places
unfair pressure to act romantically, while others dislike the commercialism attached.
"It was created by Hallmark," said Jenny
Sparr, a junior psychology major.
Sparr said that the holiday is mainly for
couples and isn't sure why others should care
about it.
In response to the disdain for the holiday, groups have created both products and
events that look at Valentine's Day in a different light.
On the darkly humorous side of things

lies the "Bittersweets." Created by the company Despair, Inc., the treats taste the same
as regular candy hearts, but replace loveydovey sayings with ones more appropriate for
feeling down.
The three sets come in the themes of"Dejected" and "Dumped" for romance-related despair as well as "Dysfunctional" for any
kind of relationship.
Instead of "I Luv U'' they have sayings
like "Settle 4 Less" and "Parole is Up!" There
are a total of Ill unique sayings.
The candies follow the general theme of
the company, which sells items that have
a more cynical outlook on life. Titeir main
products are spoof motivational posters
and assorted items like the Pessimist's Mug,
which helpfully notes the point at which it is
half-empty.
E.L. Kersten, co-founder of Despair, Inc.,

said that the candies sold out in previous
years, adding that there are probably more
people not in relationships than are.
He thinks that the candies provide a way
to have fun and its humorous pessimism may
cheer people up.
"If you don't have (a significant other), are
you not supposed to be part of the celebration?" asks Kersten, who is also the chief operating officer of the 4-person company.
Despair, Inc. isn't the only seller working
with the theme.
Online retailer of user-created products
Cafepress.com has 58,000 products listed as
anti-Valentines Day.
Hallmark itself has some anti-Valentine's
Day products, including a card that says
"Cupid is stupid."
Some who don't care for Valentine's Day
prefer a more upbeat outlook.

That includes those in the "Quirkyalone"
movement, proponents of which don't believe people should be pressured into relationships.
"It's incredibly common to be single, and
you should be proud of yourself for not settling, and you should hold out for what you
want," said Sasha Cagen, publisher ofTo-Do
List magazine and author of "Quirkyalone:
A Manifesto of Uncompromising Roman. "
tiCS.
Quirkyalone members, who Cagen estimates at being around 5 percent of the population, are not against relationships, just dating for the sake of being in a relationship.
Feb. 14 is Quirkyalone Day, which has
been celebrated around the world from Louisiana to Scotland.
"At the core, it's about celebrating all
kinds of love," Cagen said.

02.12.09

28

the daily eastern news
www.dennews.com

Brian~s

Place
2100

LOVE STINKS!
I admit it; I haven't been in arelationship in about a year.
My last relationship ended because of distance. He graduated
and moved home, and I was left
here, temptation at every turn.
After that relationship ended, I thought "it's just a matter of
time before I start dating someone
again," as is pretty typical for me.
I was wrong.
When I was in my "dating
prime," I was one of those girls
who moved on at the first sign of
boredom.
I had many casual boyfriends
my first few years of college, usually one right after another. Hey, it's
not like I was expecting anything
serious.
Rarely, though, I found myself
falling for that "special someone."
Obviously, it never worked out.
Valentine's Day always brings
up those memories of my relationships gone wrong.
Seeing the pink and red hearts
triggers my emotions like a bull,
and my first instinct is to become
angry and want to tear them off of
whatever they happen to be on.
Ok, so maybe I'm a little bitter.
You would be, too. Don't deny it.
I'm not completely cold-hearted, though.
I look at my DVD collection,
and I see tides like "Love in the
Time of Cholera," "Chasing Amy,"
"Tite Princess Bride," "Say Any-

Thurs & Sun: so Cent Draft
~3 Pitchers

SarahJean Bresnahan
Verge Editor

thing" and "Feast of Love."
All of these films are about the
trials and tribulations of falling in
love.
Sometimes it works out right
away and the troubles come later, and sometimes the hero/heroine spend their lives waiting for
that perfect person to either notice
them or realize that they love them
back.
Gag me with a spoon.
I find it interesting that the concept of love is found in everything
from film to art to music to poetry.
It's one of the most described subjects in arts and entertainment.
Yet, does anyone really know
what love is?
It always bothered me in movies
when two characters are supposed
to fall in love. It's usually an immediate, intense scene, maybe with
slow-motion, romantic music and
soft lighting.
It always works out in the end,
and the main characters ride off
into the sunset with happy music.

Then the credits roll, and you realize that you were just lied to for the
last 98 minutes.
It doesn't work the way the
movies say it should.
As someone who has experienced love on many different levels, I can tell you that it is definitely not how the movies show us.
Love is hard. It's intense. It's
scary. It's unrequited. It makes you
do crazy things. I should know,
I've done just about all of those
"crazy girl in love" things.
A girl I once went to school
with told me that I'm "in love with
love."
Now, you must be thinking
"Ok, Sarah Jean, you say you have
loved, but why doesn't it ever work
out? Is there something wrong
with you?"
Maybe there is. Maybe I expect
too much. Maybe my view of love
has been tarnished by years of film
and books trying to tell me what
love is.
Or maybe I've just loved, but
never felt loved in return.
Or maybe I'm just too cynical
to notice it.
So, while you couples are out,
being cute and romantic (and
probably getting laid), I'll be having a John Cusack movie marathon.
After all, he is my perfect man,
so why not spend Valentine's Day
with him?

A heart bursting into Fire, playing by the notion to
Inspire,
Into what hopes can Emerge, a trust and compassion
on the
Verge ... of truth, hope, and Destiny.
Feeling life through another's Questioning.

Grill Open Mon-5at 5-9pm!!
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Now _Renting 3 Bedroom
Apartments for 2009
Come see us at 1509 S. 2nd (behind Subway)
•Central NC, Dishwasher, Furnished
• Free Garage Parking,

• 1.5 baths in each unit
• Models Open

Stop by or Call for Info & Appointments 345-0936
Ask About Our Early Signing Bonus!

I-k HALLBERG RENTALS, LLC
Now Renting for 2009-2010
ONLY FOUR HOUSES AVAILABLE:
Three: 3 bedroom/2 bath
One: 4 bedroom/ 2 bath

These homes are like NEW and will be gone fast!

Stripped of Doubts and worry, engulfed with pride
and glory,
Into the Unknown and anxious to feel what is to be
Shown.

Dust in the Wind, similar to the pain from Within.
Lingering without Sound, completely moved by the
Profound.
Unexpectedly Shown, colors so sweetly Flown, onto
a sheet of
Black & White, pushing through what feels like a
constant
Fight. Unaware of Consequences, inspired by
breath taking
Moments.
Becoming Numb to the words, consumed with
worries
And hurt.

Broadway Ave Mattoon

234-4151

Pre-Valentine's Day Special:
Sign a lease before 2/14/09 and receive $100
off (per person) on your last month's rent

ArtSpace: ~oetry
" If Only You Could Bleed Like Me"
By Nicole Rickard
a senior family and consmner scienes major

Wed: ~1 13urgers, ~1 Fries,
~1 13ottles

Cries in the night, tears full of spite.
Aching souls and bones, constantly protruding when
Alone. The strife of the mayhem in this misconstrued
life,
Looking for answers to why he lost his wife.
Children cradled in their pain, trying to up and
Regain ...
Moments that are yet to come and knowing what's
done,
Is Done.
Moving ahead, for its all we've got ...
Trusting there will be a day we hit that spot,
Of the pure joy in living and the wonderful feeling
Of simply Giving.
What a different world this could be, if everyone
Learned to give what we all really need.
Truth, love and hope ...
When we've become short of our rope.

We want to see what you can do, too! Submit photos,
artwork, poetry and short stories to denverge@gmail.com
and see your work in ArtSpace!

CALL NOW@ 217-254-1 311 & ask for CATHY
to schedule a time/day to view.
For more information call Tom

708-772-3711

BUFFALO WILD WINGS
FEATURING:
FRI $2.25 Original Margaritas
SAT $2.25 Long Island
SUN $2.25 Bloody Margaritas
Hours:
Monday-Saturday 11 am-1 am
Sunday 11am-12am

Mattoon Market Place
124 Dettro Drive
Mattoon, Illinois
217-258-9464

Brad Lee

Home Improvements,Inc.
Clean • Affordable
Quautv Student Housing

STAFF
CONTACT US
(217) 581 -7943
denverge@gmail.com
http}/www.myspace .com/thedenverge

Verge Editor ........................Sarah Jean Bresnahan
Assistant Verge Editor ...................... Sa rah Ruholl
Senior Verge Reporter ............................ Brad York
Guest Online Blogger ............. Collin Whitchu rch

2-3-4-5-6 Bedroom Houses
Check us out at
www.bradleehomeimprovements.com
or caii211-273-0675
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VALENTINE'S DAY PLANS

study break
LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING TO DO?

THURSDAY
Zmick
Titne: 10 p.m.
Pla ce: Mac's Uptowner,
623 Monroe Ave.
Cost: $1

While planning her upcoming
wedding, Rebecca Griffith plans to
attend pre-marital counseling at the
Newman Catholic Center with her
fiance.

Stephen Garcia (left) planned an aU-day event
for girlfriend Emma Stanhope (right). The"big
surprise" will start today and end Saturday
evening.

Going solo this year, Kristine Condon
is attending a concert with her friend,
Abby lee.

Chocolate
Lover's Dream
Cooking Class
Titne: 6 p.m.
Pla ce: 14 11 Klehm H all
Cost: $40

FRIDAY
Herbert Wiser
Band
Charles Kyle planned something
special for his girlfriend including
balloons and stuffed animals.

Both Aubrey Pyle (left) and Brooke Sloan(right)
are in long distant relationships and are
spending Valentine's Day with each other and
their friends.

know that he will be surprised by her
homecoming this weekend.

Titne: 10 p.m.
Pla ce: Mac's Uptowner,
623 Monroe Ave.
Cost: $3

The Stretch
Photos by Cari Wafford

SHE SAID/HE SAID: VALENTINE'S DAY
Can we please skip ahead to

By: Cari Wafford
Verge Reporter
Belarusians believe Valentine's
Day is a tribute to a disheartened
man who manically bludgeoned
himself with a sword, after what
must have been a really bad breakup.
As a token of his dying love,
he then delivered the still-beating
heart to his significant other.
Now, heart-shaped cards, candies and other pink and red swag
tribute a man's overwhelming mania for the one that got away.
Wow.
It is both real and imagined
tales of hysterical lust and love that
make me happy that I am single.
I am equally overjoyed that this
nonsense "holiday" does not affect
m y life.
It seems unnatural to be so saddened by one day every February.
At any rate, February isn't the
greatest month on the calendar.
Tite trees aren't blooming. The
grass isn't green. The birds don't
chirp.

March?
Ask yourself if this sounds absurd: Every year, on the last Friday
in April, citizens in urban cities become miserable and unhappy.
To them, Arbor Day is another constant reminder of the lack of
foliage in their environment.
People weep at the thought of a
booming Douglas fir in some distant suburban neighborhood.
Yes! That is crazy, and it is quite
dismrbing so many people share
that same demeanor on Feb. 14.
I think everyone should take a
step back and reevaluate this siniation.
In honor of this day of all days,
the local bars will most likely grant
us the single greatest deal in our
young adult lives, drink specials.
To our underage readers, no
deals for you, but I'm sure the dining centers will provide an extraspecial surprise sometime during
the week.
Nonetheless, I suggest the 21and-over crowd detach themselves
from being miserable.
Instead, attach yourselves to a
tall drink and go have some fun.
Hopefully my enthusiastic rant
will spare a few tears.
I would love to offer to buy
a round myself, but I just spent
$12.99 on a set of magnetic kissing bears from SHOP.com.

By David Thill
Senior Reporter
It's getting to be that time of the
year again.
The air has a crisp chill, people
stroll along clutching their scarves
and jacket collars and impatiently
await the arrival of spring.
And those in love look toward
the 14th of February to celebrate
their love.
And those of us less fortunate sit and stew, ignore the lovebirds around us or merely attempt
to bury our collective heads in the
sand and wait out the sloppy emotional mess that is Valentine's Day.
Needless to say, I am no fan of
this "holiday."
It isn't that I harbor some sort
of bitterness toward those in love
- all right, I am somewhat bitter
- it is, however, that I resent the
sense of having others' happiness
and romantic contentment shoved
in my face.
I don't blame the loving couples or the smitten lover-from-afar,
I blame the media that insists on

orchestrating a spike in the sale of
chocolates, flowers, diamonds and
other assorted gifts.
I just plain don't like seeing
weeks and weeks of advertisements
constantly streaming the Internet
and air-waves that serve as a reminder of how I am single.
And I am well aware that some
people would say that Valentine's
Day comes every year, so one who
is staring down the business end
of 24 years old should be prepared
for it's annual arrival, and they are
right.
I also know that there are those
who would shout the merits of
single life: Tite freedom, the unabashed liberty of doing what you
want, when you want. And they
are also right.
However, I feel that for many,
single life can be both a blessing
and burden.
A blessing in the aforementioned freedom, the lack of just
one more distraction in life.
And as much as one may love
single life, a cold space next to you
every night can get a tad old.
It is also not to say that I don't
like being single from time to time.
I am, however, very shy when it
comes to women and initiating relationships, and Valentine's Day reminds me of that. It reminds me of
past relationships. It reminds me
that I've been single for two years.
And I just don't like that.

Titne: 9 p.m.
Pla ce: Friends & Co.,
50 9 Van Buren Ave.
Cost:TBD

SATURDAY
50th Annual EIU
Jazz Festival
featuring The
Yell owjackets
Titne: 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Pla ce: D vorak Concert
H all
Cost: $12 general,
$10 senior citizens,
$5 students

SUNDAY
Songs of Love:
EIU Choral
Ensembles
Titne: 4 p.m.
Pla ce: D vorak Concert
H all
Cost: $3 students,
$5 general

Jim McBride
Titne: 9:30 p.m.
Pla ce: Mac's Uptowner,
623 Monroe Ave.
Cost: Free
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ZACK AND MIRI DVD HITS THE SPOT
(~)
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ROGEN, BANKS
MAKE LOVE
OUT OF PORN
By Neil Schneider
Verge Reporter
From a distance, it appears
as if Kevin Smith doesn't like to
put much time into the titles of
his movies.
His first film was called
"Clerks," which was exactly
what the movie was about.
Other obvious titles are "Jay
and Silent Bob Strike Back" and
"Chasing Amy;" Jay and Silent
Bob are striking back, and Amy
is being chased.
So, it is no surprise that
Smith's new film, "Zack and
Miri Make a Porno," is exactly
what the title suggests.
Tite film was released on Binray and as a double disk DVD
set on Feb. 3.
But not only is " Zack and
Miri Make a Porno" about literally filming their own version
of a porno, but Smith actually
tries to fuse in a love story.
Smith, the film's director and
writer, is once again using his
formula of struggling individuals barely getting by to set up a
last, desperate attempt to overcome their financial shortcomings.
Tite film's stars, Seth Regen (Zack) and Elizabeth Banks
(Miri), play a couple of lifelong buddies who have all of a
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coming soon

sudden ran into some money
troubles.
Mter getting the power and
the water shut off at their apartment, the duo decide to create
their own porno.
The plan is launched after
a trip to their high school reunion, where they meet the gay

porn star combination of Bobby Long, played by Brandon
Routh ("Superman Returns")
and Brandon St. Randy, played
by Justin Long ("Dodgeball").
Zack's original plan to make
a porno version of "Star Wars"
falls through after their homemade sets are destroyed because

of a deal gone bad.
Zack then decides he is going
to shoot his porno at his place
of business - a coffee shop.
Mter enlisting the help
of fellow co-worker Delaney
(Craig Robinson of "The Office") to fund the skin flick,
Zack then auditions and
hires a stripper (porn star Katie Morgan), Jason Mewes Qay
from that other Kevin Smith
movie) and a woman with
a very unusual talent (Traci
Lords) .
The problem for Zack and
Miri is that they believe that
having sex in their movie won't
change their relationship.
During their slow and sensual sex scene, while Delaney is
complaining about the lack of
"titties" being shown, Zack and
Miri realize their feelings for
each other.
Soon their relationship is
strained because their script
calls for the two to have sex
with different people, and the
movie is quickly put on hold.
I'll let everyone guess on how
this one ends up.
Overall, Smith does a good
job of combining the silly aspects of porno sequences and
the politics of relationships.
The film has its moments of
hilarious antics with larger than
life jokes, but it also has dry
spells that bring down the tempo of the film.
A final bright spot to the
film is the naughty and nice relationship of Zack and Miri;
Regen and Banks form a nice
combination in the midst of
their problems.

Area Businesses Celebrate V-Day
By Samantha Wilmes
Verge Reporter
Although the three-day weekend will see many students go
home, businesses in Charleston
and Mattoon will still be celebrating Valentine's Day.
Gateway Liquors will be selling custom-made gift baskets.
Tite baskets include a bottle of champagne or wine of your
choice.
With $5 added onto the price
of the alcohol of your choice, the
basket will include a small box
of chocolates, fake roses and two
wine or champagne glasses, along
with anything of your own.
"We kind of forget about the
guy, you can't put at 12 pack of
Keystone in one of these baskets,"
said Carl Wolff, manager of Gateway.
Mac's Uptowner has not determined their special drinks for
the holiday, but owner Kevin McGugan said it will be a great evening for couples, and there is a!-

ways a lot going on.
Any couples veering away
from bars and restaurants can go
to J&M Sex Shop in Mattoon or
WEAink.
"We sell DVD's for $5,
and have things marked from
$ 40 down to $20," said Maria
Graziano,the owner of J &M.
J &M are selling packages that
include samples, lotions and toys.
Although getting pierced or
tattooed is not a common way to
celebrate Valentine's Day, WEA
Ink will be having a special for
the weekend.
"We always try to do something for holidays," said Randy
Stuff, the owner and head artist
ofWEAink.
WEA will have 20 percent off
piercings and tattoos.
Couples who remain traditional with the Valentine's theme
that want to drink or eat with
their special someone can head to
Roc's Blackfront Restaurant and
Lounge or Monical's Pizza.
Roc's may not be drowning in

pink and red balloons, but they
will be handing out carnations to
all the female customers.
The owner of Roc's, Mike
Knoop, said they will be selling
drinks called "Sweet Tart" for the
night and its dinner specials include prime rib and fettuccini alfredo with shrimp or chicken.
For a more laid back atmosphere Monical's Pizza will be offering an entire week of a specials,
which will be helpful for couples
that are leaving over break.
Pizza lovers can purchase a
one- topping, heart-shaped pizza
for two until Sunday.
This special makes Monical's
extremely busy during the week,
said Glen Greer, the general manager.
Topping off the night with
something sweet, couples cart visit Dairy Queen or Sweet Tooth
Specialties Bakery.
"Our biggest cake (selling)
days of the year are Valentine's
day and Christmas," said Ann
Hudson, Dairy Queen manager.

Dairy Queen is selling "Choco Cherry Blizzard" cakes and
blizzards, along with other heart
shaped ice cream cakes. Ice cream
cakes prices range depending
on size, an 8-inch cake sells for
$ 16.99.
Sweet Tooth Specialties Bakery, located on the square, are also
selling heart-shaped food such as
red velvet cakes, candy, fudge and
cookie cards, cake-size cookies. A
small heart-shaped cake sells for

$9.
For the basic Valentine's Day
gift of flowers there are several
stores to buy from.
The flower shop Abralyn: An
Artisan's Emporium has a special for gift baskets of flowers and
also carries cards, candy and jewelry that follow the theme of the
holiday.
Noble Flower Shop sells roses,
baskets, candy and different kinds
of teddy bears.
Flowers in vases begin to sell at
$25, and adding a bear to a bouquet of flowers is $4.50.
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the Visitor
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THE VISITOR'
AN UNLIKELY
BRIGHT SPOT
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By Collin Whitchurch
Assistant Sports Editor
Mter so many mediocre films rounded out the year, it is a shame that a film
like Thomas McCarthy's "The Visitor"
didn't get more attention.
"Tite Visitor" is a compelling social
commentary about illegal immigrants
and our country's methods of dealing
with the problem, which touches home
for many.
It stars Richard Jenkins (most widely known by our generation as John C.
Reilly's dad in "Stepbrothers,") as Walter Vale, a lonely college professor apathetically making his way through life
after the death of his wife.
Vale's life changes when he discovers
a young, foreign couple living in his vacated apartment in New York City. He
strikes up a friendship with the young,
exuberant Tarek Kahlil (played exceptionally by Haaz Sleiman), who gives
Vale a newfound interest in life.
Jenkins' performance is subtle, yet
moving, as we don't really start to get to
know him until Kahlil gets arrested and
is found to be an illegal immigrant. Seeing Jenkins give up his comfortable lifestyle to help out Kahlil is striking. The
awkward emotion Jenkins shows works
perfectly for his character, leaving the
audience to question his motives. We
learn about him as the film goes on, but
never truly know him.
Kahlil's mother (played by Hiam Abbass) gives a gripping performance as a
woman worrying about her son and being able to do nothing about his predicament.
It would have been a shame for Jenkins' performance to get overlooked,
but the Academy saw the beauty of his
character as he was nominated for Best
Actor at this year's Academy Awards. He
has already won four Best Actor awards
at various award shows for "The Visitor."
But what has been overlooked by
award shows and the general public is
the wonderfully told story of "1he Visitor." It moves methodically through the
tale, keeping a strong pace.
"The Visitor" is one of the best films
of 2008 and has been vastly overlooked
while less deserving films take home the
praise. Unlike the more well-known
award contenders, "1he Visitor" is already released on DVD. Do yourself a
favor, rent "The Visitor" and see one
of the truly underrated films in a long
time.

